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Am I responsible for the debts of a
deceased relative?
Source: Federal Trade Commission

After a relative dies, the last thing grieving family members want are calls from debt collectors asking them to
pay a loved one's debts. As a rule, those debts are paid
from the deceased person's estate, assuming there is
money in the estate to pay them.

health care expenses; or
• were legally responsible for resolving the estate and
didn't comply with certain state probate laws.
Who has the authority to pay the deceased person’s
debts out of the deceased person’s assets? The person
named in a will who is responsible for settling a deceased
person's affairs is called the executor. If there is no will,
the court may appoint an administrator, personal representative, or universal successor, and give them the authority to settle the affairs. In some states, other people
may have that authority, even if they haven't been formally appointed by the court. (See Deceased, next page)

According to the Federal Trade Commission (FTC), the
nation's consumer protection agency, family members
typically are not obligated to pay the debts of a deceased
relative from their own assets. What's more, family
members – and all consumers – are protected by the federal Fair Debt Collection Practices Act (FDCPA), which
prohibits debt collectors from using abusive, unfair, or
deceptive practices to try to collect a debt.
Under the FDCPA, a debt collector is someone who regularly collects debts owed to others. This includes collection agencies, lawyers who collect debts on a regular basis, and companies that buy delinquent debts and then try
to collect them.
Does a debt go away when the debtor dies? No. The
estate of the deceased person owes the debt. If there isn't
enough money in the estate to cover the debt, it typically
goes unpaid. But there are exceptions to this rule. You
may be responsible for the debt if you:
•

co-signed the obligation;

• live in a community property state, such as Texas,
New Mexico or California;
• are the deceased person's spouse and state law requires you to pay a particular type of debt, like some

Quotes:
A New Year’s resolution is something that goes in one
year and out the other.
- Anonymous
This New Years I’m going to make a resolution I can
keep: no dieting all year long. - Melanie White
An optimist stays up until midnight to see the new year
in. A pessimist stays up to make sure the old year leaves.
- Bill Vaughan

Our law firm is a federally designated Debt Relief Agency under the United States Bankruptcy Laws.
We help people find answers to their debt problems, including when necessary, helping them file
bankruptcy under the United States Bankruptcy Code.

cial way, it may be for their weddings, their cell phone
bills or groceries.

There is nothing wrong with helping your children if you
can afford it. But when you’re risking your own financial
security, or your ability to retire, much less putting yourself in danger of filing bankruptcy, it’s time to cut the
money cord.
And besides, you are really not helping your kids by continuing to bail them out financially. By refusing to let go
of them, you are preventing your children from learning
new skills needed for them to be successful in life.

How to stop bailing out your adult
kids– before you need a bail out

If helping your kids financially is affecting your finances
or your chances for retirement, make a game plan or
timeline for how to reduce or eliminate the help. Don’t
pull the rug out from under them, but take it away gradually depending upon how much you are giving them.

Source: nbcnews.com

It’s not uncommon for someone to see me about possibly
filing bankruptcy, and one of the main causes is that they
have been giving too much support to their adult children
or other relatives.

Talk about it with your kids so they know you are not
punishing them, but trying to help them become independent because you know they are capable of standing
on their own.

A Merrill Lynch and Age Wave report found that parents
are spending a combined $500 billion on their grown kids
(ages 18-35), which is double what they are putting toward their own retirement. The study also says that 79%
of parents are helping their adult children in some finan-

And cutting the money cord doesn’t mean you are not
their parent anymore. You can give them emotional support in other ways, and if they want, offer to help them
think of ways to generate more income. Ask them how
you can best support them, other than money. ■

(Deceased, from previous page)
May a debt collector contact me about a deceased
person’s debts? Under the FDCPA, collectors can contact and discuss the deceased person's debts with that
person's spouse, parent(s) (if the deceased was a minor
child), guardian, executor, or administrator. Also, the
FTC permits collectors to contact any other person authorized to pay debts with assets from the deceased person's estate. Debt collectors may not discuss the debts of
deceased persons with anyone else.
If a debt collector contacts a deceased person's relative, what can they talk about? Collectors are allowed
to contact third parties (such as a relative) to get the
name, address, and telephone number of the deceased
person's spouse, executor, administrator, or other person
authorized to pay the deceased's debts. Collectors usually are permitted to contact such third parties only once to
get this information.
The main exception is if a collector reasonably believes
that the information provided initially was inaccurate or
incomplete, and that the third party now has more accurate or complete information. But, collectors cannot say
anything about the debt to the third party.

Even if I am authorized to pay a deceased person’s
debts, can I stop a debt collector from contacting me
about the debts? Yes. To exercise this right, you must
send a letter to the collector stating that you do not want
the collector to contact you again. A telephone call is not
enough.
Make a copy of your letter for your files, send the original
by certified mail, and pay for a "return receipt" so you can
document what the collector received and when. Once the
collector gets your letter, he cannot contact you again except to confirm that there will be no further contact or that
he or the creditor plans to take a specific action, like filing
a lawsuit to collect the debt. Keep in mind that even if you
stop collectors from communicating with you, you are
still responsible for the debt.
For Complaints and More Information - Report any
problems you have with a debt collector to your state Attorney General's office at naag.org and the Federal Trade
Commission at ftccomplaintassistant.gov.
If a debt collector has violated the FDCPA, you may also
have a cause of action or lawsuit against the debt collector. In such cases you may be entitled to recover statutory
and other damages, and have your attorney fees paid. ■

Say yes, then weigh your
options

.

Should you buy a new car? Move into a bigger
apartment? Change jobs? Or plan a dream vacation
abroad?

feelings may be an indication of the outcome you’re leaning
toward.

3. Delete any false statements. Are there certain items on
your list that are pure fiction? Statements influenced by fear
that might exaggerate a more negative outcome? Cross statements like that off your list. Don’t let fear rule your process.

4. Make connections with your core values. Think about
If you’ve been grappling with an important decision, the things that matter most to you—family, integrity, respect,
don’t put it off another day. There’s no better time
etc. Place a check mark next to the items on your lists that
than the present to get to the heart of the matter and correspond to these values.
afford yourself a bit of clarity.
5. Highlight areas of concern. Sometimes what prevents you
Here are seven steps to help shape your decisionfrom making decisions are certain risks (e.g., financial, etc.)
making process:
associated with that choice, especially if things don’t work
out. Highlight any of the statements on your lists associated
with these risks.
6. Get third party input. Talk to a trusted friend, pastor or
counselor about the issue. Sometimes another perspective on
a question, concern or proposed action can give you the needed clarity to see it in another way and help you make the decision that’s right.
7. Tally your results. Count only those items you checked
off, and compare their number to any items that were highlighted. Hopefully, the number of results on one list are longer than the other, suggesting a clear indication of the choice
you should make. In the event of a tie, give more weight to
the list that feels most authentic to your values. ■

Are you or someone you care about in serious debt? Are
you facing creditor harassment, a lawsuit, a judgment, or
wage or bank garnishment? If you qualify, filing bankruptcy can eliminate your responsibility to pay most debts. The
U.S. Congress passed these laws for consumer protection
from the big banks and mortgage companies. If you need
help, call our office at 713-772-8037 or go online to arrange
an appointment or request our free Special Report.

Thank You For Your Referrals!
We accept referred cases in the following areasChapters 7 & 13 Bankruptcy.

I.R.S. Settlements and Payment Plans.
ARE YOU IN CHAPTER 13 WITH OUR OFFICE NOW?

1. Make two lists. On one list write down all the
benefits of making this choice. On the other, compile the many reasons you’d rather not. Write
down the worst thing that could happen and your
other fears and concerns. It doesn’t matter if both
lists are the same length, but try to write out at
least 10 reasons on each list.
2. Consider your feelings. Look over both lists.
Take note of your initial reaction to each one. Are
you drawn to one more than the other? Does either
list inspire positive or negative feelings? These

PLEASE always keep the law office updated with your current address,
telephone numbers, and email address. We may need to reach you quickly.
You can check on the status of your Trustee payments, how much you still
owe on your case, etc., by going to www.ndc.org to set up your user ID
and password.
Are your chapter 13 plan payment too high? Lose job or overtime? It may
be possible to surrender property or if your situation has changed to lower
your payments. If this is your situation, contact our office for an appointment to prepare a Motion to Modify.
J. Thomas Black was licensed as an attorney in Texas by the Texas Supreme Court in May, 1982. Mr. Black is Board Certified in Consumer
Bankruptcy Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.
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A Little Humor – The “late lecture” edition…
On New Year's Eve, Daniel was in no shape to drive, so he sensibly left his van in the parking lot and walked
home. As he was wobbling along, he was stopped by a policeman. 'What are you doing out here at four o'clock in the
morning?' asked the police officer.
'I'm on my way to a lecture,' answered Roger.
'And who on earth, in their right mind, is going to give a lecture at this time on New Year's Eve?' inquired the constable sarcastically.
'My wife,' slurred Daniel grimly.

