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Affected by Equifax Date Breach?
How to Claim Your Benefits!
Source: Federal Trade Commission

According to the Federal Trade Commission, roughly
half the people in the country can get benefits under a
settlement that the FTC and others reached with Equifax.
Now, you can now easily find out if you were affected
by the September 2017 breach and make your claim for
benefits.

putting up fake websites meant to look like the official
Equifax settlement claims website. To be sure you are going to the right place, start at the FTC’s web page:
ftc.gov/Equifax.
A couple other things to remember. You’ll never have to
pay to file a claim for these benefits. And anyone that
calls and tries to get you to file a claim is almost certainly
a scammer. ■

Start at ftc.gov/Equifax. There, you can use a tool to find
out if your information – like your Social Security number (SSN) – was exposed in the breach, learn about benefits, and start your claim to get free credit monitoring and
maybe even cash. If your info was exposed in the breach,
the settlement will give you up to 10 years of free credit monitoring.
With the credit monitoring, you’ll get an alert whenever
somebody checks your credit history, opens a new loan
or credit card in your name, or says a payment is late. So
if somebody has, say, your Social Security number and
tries to use it to get a loan, this free credit monitoring
service would let you know right away. That’s the kind
of information that might make a real difference when
you apply for a job, try to rent an apartment, or apply for
credit.
And a word on the cash: there are several ways to get
reimbursed for the time or money you spent dealing with
the after-effects of the breach. Read more at ftc.gov/
Equifax, but here’s something to consider. To get paid
back for up to ten hours of your time, you just need to
say what you were doing for those ten hours.
Check out ftc.gov/Equifax to learn more, and be sure to
file your claim by January 22, 2020.
And wouldn’t you know it? People have already started

The Equifax data breach in September 2017 affected an estimated
149 million Americans! You can claim a $125 cash benefit or
credit monitoring, and also any lost time that you spent.

Quotes:
I’m not a member of any organized political party. I am a
Democrat.
—Will Rogers
Between two evils, I always pick the one I never tried before.
—Mae West
I like long walks, especially when they are taken by people who annoy me.
—Fred Allen

Our law firm is a federally designated Debt Relief Agency under the United States Bankruptcy Laws.
We help people find answers to their debt problems, including when necessary, helping them file
bankruptcy under the United States Bankruptcy Code.

Gotshal & Manges. He has been involved in a number of
significant chapter 11 cases in Houston and across the
country.
According to the law firm’s website, Judge López graduated from the University of Houston with a B.A. in psychology in 1996. He received his M.A. from Yale in
1999. In 2003, he received his J.D., with honors, from the
University of Texas School of Law, where he was a
member of the Texas International Law Journal and
elected permanent class president for the class of 2003.

Hon. Christopher López, our newly appointed U.S. Bankruptcy Judge
for the Southern District of Texas

New Bankruptcy Judge appointed
for Southern District of Texas
Our newest bankruptcy judge for the Southern District of
Texas is Chris López. He takes the place of the retiring
Judge Jeffrey Bohm, who was appointed to the bench in
2004. Bankruptcy judges serve 14-year terms. If you are
currently in a bankruptcy case and your case number includes “H4” or you know that your judge is Judge Bohm,
that means that your new judge is Judge López.
Judge López has been counsel in the Business, Finance
and Restructuring Department of a large law firm, Weil,

Judge López is a member of the State Bar of Texas and
the Houston Bar Association. He is also a member of the
Honorable Arthur L. Moller/David B. Foltz, Jr. American
Inn of Court. In addition, he has studied cross-border and
banking issues in Mexico. Judge López is a member of
the board of directors of the Hispanic Bar Association of
Houston.
We got to know more about Judge López at a recent
bankruptcy seminar when he was asked questions about
how he intends to run his court. He admits that he has not
spent much time representing consumers (ordinary people), but since his appointment he has spent a considerable amount of time studying consumer legal precedents,
and he has spent a great deal of time sitting in other bankruptcy courts and observing the proceedings. He also
seems to really care about people and wants to do what’s
right. I’m sure he will be a fine judge. ■
custody case that cost a great deal of money, and he got
behind on his credit cards and on his I.R.S. tax payments and his tax filings- seven years behind!
He was able to win custody of his children and bought a
house after the divorce. But after the dust cleared and
the divorce was finalized and things were back to normal, he found himself in serious tax trouble with the
Internal Revenue Service, to the tune of owing over
$565,000! He also owed over $100,000 in credit card
debt.

We help Spring, Texas man cancel
his $100,000 credit card debt and
save $400,000 in income taxes!
People get into I.R.S. tax debt for many reasons. This
particular client of ours in his 40's from Spring, Texas is
a high income earner. He is also a 1099 earner so he was
responsible for withholding his own income taxes from
his earnings. He went through a contested divorce and

First we put him through a chapter 7 bankruptcy to
discharge and cancel all of his credit card and other
debts. Then we went to work to solve his I.R.S problem.
Because of his high income and the substantial equity in
his house, we could not reach a low settlement with the
I.R.S. for him. But we were able to negotiate a settlement of $166,962 to settle his $565,402 tax bill (30%
on the dollar), and he was able to sell his house and pay
it. Now he has a clean slate, a fresh start and can start
his financial life over. ■

Enhance your career with
great networking.

emailing new contacts, don’t take up too much time. Introduce yourself, mention some shared interests, offer some useful information, then suggest keeping in touch. Lengthy, longwinded approaches will scare people away.

You’re good at your job, but you know it takes more
than talent to rise in your industry. As they say, it’s
not what you know, but whom you know. Networking is the key to expanding your career. With that in
mind, check out these networking tips from the Kangan Institute website:

• Don’t talk—listen. Learn to ask questions and then shut up.
Showing genuine interest in the other person is the best way
to build rapport and forge a connection.

.

• Say thank you and then follow up. Whatever happens during your first few conversations, always thank the other person for his or her time. Then follow up after a reasonable in• Start with people you already know. Ask your
terval—not right away, unless you have timely information to
friends and co-workers to introduce you to new peo- share, but after you’ve both had the chance to think about
ple. Don’t be nakedly opportunistic, but do be hon- what you’ve shared and maybe take action on it. ■

Make your day go faster
Do you often feel as if your workday will never end? An article on the Market-Watch website offers a simple technique for
feeling more energized and engaged, and getting more done.
It’s called “reattachment to work,” and it can take many forms.
You might start your day by talking with your spouse or partner about what you’re going to do today, or cycling through
your to-do list first thing in the morning, or giving yourself
three concrete goals to accomplish as soon as you get to work.
This kind of planning can jump-start your brain and help you
focus on activities and goals that make your day go faster. It
will give you a feeling of energy and engagement that can
make work feel more satisfying throughout the day. ■

Thank You For Your Referrals!
Do you or someone you care about have serious I.R.S. tax
collection problems? I.R.S. problems don’t get better with
time! Call our office or go to our website 24/7 to make an
appointment with Mr. Black. Or, request Mr. Black’s book
“I.R.S. Problems? 5 Ways to Get the I.R.S. Off Your Back.”
Download your copy instantly for free at jthomasblack.com
or pick a copy up at our office.

We accept referred cases in the following areas-

est: “Hey, I’d like to get to know some more people in the industry. Anybody you could connect
me with?”

ARE YOU IN CHAPTER 13 WITH OUR OFFICE NOW?

• Use social media. Don’t just post vacation pictures or display what you ate for lunch. Use your
social media profile to highlight your skills and
potential. Search for and connect with people in
your industry who may have something to offer—
and whom you can help in return. Keep your profiles updated so people always see what’s new in
your career.
• Be concise. Whether you’re at a cocktail party or

Chapters 7 & 13 Bankruptcy.
I.R.S. Settlements and Payment Plans.

PLEASE always keep the law office updated with your current address,
telephone numbers, and email address. We may need to reach you quickly.
You can check on the status of your Trustee payments, how much you still
owe on your case, etc., by going to www.ndc.org to set up your user ID
and password.
Are your chapter 13 plan payment too high? Lose job or overtime? It may
be possible to surrender property or if your situation has changed to lower
your payments. If this is your situation, contact our office for an appointment to prepare a Motion to Modify.
J. Thomas Black was licensed as an attorney in Texas by the Texas Supreme Court in May, 1982. Mr. Black is Board Certified in Consumer
Bankruptcy Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.
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A Little Humor – The “Einstein” edition…
One day, Einstein had to speak at an important science conference. On the way there, he tells his driver that looks a
bit like him:
"I'm sick of all these conferences. I always say the same things over and over!"
The driver agrees: "You're right. As your driver, I attended all of them, and even though I don't know anything about
science, I could give the conference in your place."

"That's a great idea!" says Einstein. "Let's switch places then!"
So they switch clothes and as soon as they arrive, the driver dressed as Einstein goes on stage and starts giving the
usual speech, while the real Einstein, dressed as the car driver, attends it.
But in the crowd, there is one scientist who wants to impress everyone and thinks of a very difficult question to ask
Einstein, hoping he won't be able to respond. So this guy stands up and interrupts the conference by posing his very
difficult question. The whole room goes silent, holding their breath, waiting for the response.
The driver looks at him, dead in the eye, and says :
"Sir, your question is so easy to answer that I'm going to let my driver reply to it for me."

