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There aren’t any quick fixes to
cleaning up your credit report!
Source: Federal Trade Commission

• Only time can correct negative, accurate information
on your credit report. You can rebuild your credit by paying your bills on time, paying off debt and not creating
new debt. (see Credit Report, next page)

If you’re trying to clean up your credit, you’ll come
across plenty of companies offering an easy fix. But any
company promising instant results for a price is likely a
scam. In a recent lawsuit, the Federal Trade Commission
(FTC) says Grand Teton is one of those companies. In its
lawsuit, the FTC says Grand Teton tricked people into
paying hundreds – even thousands – of dollars for socalled credit repair services.
Through websites, sales calls, convincing emails, and
text messages, the company allegedly promised to boost
credit scores by removing all negative items, among other things, from customers’ credit reports – and also boost
scores by adding the customer as an authorized user on
other people’s credit cards. But people who signed up
with Grand Teton didn’t see a significant change in their
credit scores, despite paying hefty (and illegal) up-front
fees. And, if consumers complained or tried to get their
money back from their bank, Grand Teton allegedly
threatened to slap them with lawsuits.
Here’s the thing about credit repair: there’s rarely an instant fix. To clean up your credit and protect yourself
from credit scams:

We have a new receptionist! Farrah Greenwood is now our front
office receptionist. In the past she has worked in property and
leasing management. Welcome Farrah! We’re glad you are here!

Quotes:

•

Get a free copy of your credit report. Review it carefully. Do you recognize all the accounts listed?

Be thankful we’re not getting all the government that
we’re paying for.
—Will Rogers

•

If you find mistakes, contact the credit bureau and
the business that reported the information. They must
delete inaccurate or incomplete information. You
don’t have to pay anyone to do this for you – you can
dispute inaccurate items on your credit report yourself, for free. There’s nothing a company could do
for you that you couldn’t do yourself.

I haven’t spoken to my wife in years. I didn’t want to interrupt her.
—Rodney Dangerfield
Life goes by fast. Enjoy it. Calm down. It’s all funny.
Next. Everyone gets to upset about the wrong things.
—Joan Rivers

Our law firm is a federally designated Debt Relief Agency under the United States Bankruptcy Laws.
We help people find answers to their debt problems, including when necessary, helping them file
bankruptcy under the United States Bankruptcy Code.

all of the cash receipts he collected from his business into
his business bank account. He used a portion of the cash
to fill an in-store ATM and didn’t report the cash as income.
George deposited three large checks totaling $300,000
from Ray & Mike’s business account to his personal investment account without reporting the funds as income,
and then withdrew the funds to buy personal investment
property. He was also accused of depositing a check for
$25,800 from Ray & Mike’s lottery account into his personal investment account without reporting the income.

Any Way You Slice It, Deli
Owner is in Trouble with the
I.R.S.!

The IRS states that George’s underreported income for
those two years totaled $638,173, resulting in a loss to
the IRS of approximately $220,000 in taxes.
George faces up to five years in prison and a fine of up to
$440,000. He has agreed to pay back taxes of $220,663
plus penalties and interest. ■

Have to pay taxes this year? Review

The owner of a delicatessen in Hamden, Connecticut,
Raymond George, waived his right to be indicted and Your W-4 Form!
pleaded guilty in federal court to one count of tax evaWe have had several wage-earner clients complain about
sion.
owing taxes this year after the big tax “cut.” Ask your
George, who owned Ray & Mike’s deli, tried to evade employer for a new W-4 form and claim fewer withholding allowances or have extra taken out of each check. See
taxes in numerous ways between 2012-2013.
your tax professional for ways to reduce your tax burden.
According to court documents, George failed to deposit But try not to get in trouble with Uncle Sam! ■
(Credit Report, from previous page) If you need help
cleaning up your credit:
•

•

Contact a legitimate credit counseling organization.
Good credit counselors review your whole financial
situation before they make a plan. They won’t promise to fix all your problems or ask you to pay in advance.
Learn how to spot a credit repair scam. Does the
company ask for money up front? Did they say not to
contact the credit bureaus yourself? Or tell you to dispute accurate information on your credit report? If
you said “yes” to any of those, stop right there.
You’re probably dealing with a scam.

Need to recover your good credit after a bankruptcy? For
our clients, we license the use of an excellent credit rebuilding program called “7 Steps to a 720 Credit Score”
by author Phillip Tirone. You can read all about it at
720creditscore.com.
Mr. Tirone is an expert in helping people rebuild their
credit. He is a former mortgage broker that worked with
his clients on a daily basis to get their home loans approved. He knows many of the industry secrets, and he
teaches it all to you in his 14 step educational course.

The course consists of 14 videos that are emailed to you
weekly. There are also “call-in” days every two weeks
when you can call and ask questions of Mr. Tirone, and
listen to other students ask and have their credit questions
answered by him. The course costs $1000 on the 720
Credit Score website, but as a bankruptcy client of our
firm, we are currently providing it to you for free.
If we did not help you with a bankruptcy and you want
the 7 Steps credit-rebuilding course, we charge as little as
$249 for access to it. It is an excellent course with a lot
of great information that can really help you, so long as
you use it. We can make it available to you, so long as
we keep our association with 720CreditScore.com.
Which brings to mind that if your credit score is bad or
really bad because of a lot of collection items or unpaid
debts, credit cards, medical bills, repossession deficiencies or defaulted apartment leases, you may want to consider filing a bankruptcy to discharge or cancel all of
those debts.
After a bankruptcy discharge, particularly using the 7
Steps credit re-building course, you can recover a 720 or
higher credit score within 1-2 years after a bankruptcy. ■

How to be happy at work

you stay positive. Don’t complain about what’s going
wrong—talk about what you enjoy and look forward to so
you’ll stay focused on the positive.

.

Most jobs aren’t perfect, but that doesn’t mean you
have to be miserable all day. Monster.com offers
these tips for making it through the day with a positive outlook:
•

Keep personal problems at home. Don’t spend
your day brooding about crises outside the office •
that you can’t do anything about. Concentrating
on what you can control at work will help you
remember that you’re capable and competent,

Are debt collectors calling you constantly? Are process
servers coming to your door with lawsuits for credit card
debts? Are you just overwhelmed with debts? Get a fresh
start and a clean slate to start over. Call our office or go to
our website for an appointment 24/7. Or, request Mr.
Black’s book “Get Out of Debt With a Texas Bankruptcy–
Important Secrets To Know Before You Hire an Attorney or
Sign the Papers.” Get your copy instantly for free at jthomasblack.com or pick a copy up at our Houston office.

which will improve your mood throughout the
day.
•

•

•

Build a workplace nest. Decorate your office
or cubicle with some simple things that make
you happy— photos of your family, brochures
for a vacation you’d like to take, motivational
books, and the like. You’ll feel more comfortable and relaxed surrounded by things you like.
Create a workplace support system. Make
friends with your co-workers so they can help

Get organized. A messy workspace and poor time management can be dispiriting and prevent you from doing
your best work. Eliminate clutter, and plan your day so
you can succeed and feel good about it.
Move around. Don’t sit in your chair all day. Get up often for a walk around the office to get your blood flowing.
Take a walk at lunch for some fresh air. Exercise improves your mood as well as your health.

•

Eat right and drink lots of water. Junk food may taste
good, but it can lead to afternoon blahs that don’t help you
feel positive about your work. Try a diet high in fruits,
vegetables, and protein, not salt, fat, and carbs. Drink
plenty of water to stay hydrated throughout the day.

•

Don’t try to change your co-workers. Some of your colleagues may be irritating, but trying to change them is a
futile effort. Minimize your contact with people you don’t
get along with, and learn to accept people for who they are
instead of wasting time wishing they were different. ■

Thank You For Your Referrals!
We accept referred cases in the following areasChapters 7 & 13 Bankruptcy.
I.R.S. Settlements and Payment Plans.

ARE YOU IN CHAPTER 13 WITH OUR OFFICE NOW?
PLEASE always keep the law office updated with your current address,
telephone numbers, and email address. We may need to reach you quickly.
You can check on the status of your Trustee payments, how much you still
owe on your case, etc., by going to www.ndc.org to set up your user ID
and password.
Are your chapter 13 plan payment too high? Lose job or overtime? It may
be possible to surrender property or if your situation has changed to lower
your payments. If this is your situation, contact our office for an appointment to prepare a Motion to Modify.
J. Thomas Black was licensed as an attorney in Texas by the Texas Supreme Court in May, 1982. Mr. Black is Board Certified in Consumer
Bankruptcy Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.
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A Little Humor – The “hey, bartender” edition…
A duck walks into a bar and asks, “Got any grapes?”
The bartender says no, and the duck thanks him and leaves.
The next day the duck returns to the bar and asks, “Hey, got any grapes?”
The bartender says, “No. We don’t serve grapes here.”
The duck thanks him and leaves, only to return the next day. The bartender sees him walking through the door and
says, “Look buddy, I’m not sure why you keep coming in here. We don’t have any grapes, never did, and never will,
and if you ask me about grapes one more time, I’m going to nail your beak to the bar.”
The duck is quiet for a few moments, and then asks, “You got any nails?”
“No,” the bartender replies.
“OK,” the duck says. “Got any grapes?”

