May 2019 Newsletter
Deadline to Protest Property Tax
Valuations is May 15

tax valuation yourself, you can hire a property tax consultant to do it for you. Many of them will agree to be paid
only a percentage of what they save you. So if they can’t
reduce the valuation, you owe them nothing.

Source: Harris & Fort Bend County Appraisal Districts

In our law office we spend a great deal of my time helping people that are delinquent on their home mortgages,
their homeowner's association dues and/or their property
taxes. It’s amazing to me how many people are costing
themselves hundreds or even thousands of dollars by not
claiming the property tax exemptions that they are entitled to, and not protesting their property tax valuation on
their home or other property.

I have the tax valuations on all of my properties protested
each and every year. Sometimes they save me nothing,
sometimes a lot, some-(See Property Tax next page)

Some of the exemptions that are available include the
residential homestead exemption, the disabled person
exemption, the over 65 exemption, the 100% disabled
veteran exemption, the exemption for a surviving spouse
of an armed service member killed in action; the exemption for the surviving spouse of a first responder killed in
the line of duty, and others. You must claim your exemption with your county’s Central Appraisal District (CAD)
by filling out the correct form and sending or taking it in
on a timely basis, or you may lose your exemption.
Property taxes are another one of the many “Joys of Homeownership.”
If you don’t want to deal with property taxes, just don’t buy a house!

I also spend a lot of time reviewing the annual “escrow
analyses” sent out by mortgage companies, to make sure
they are correct. Property tax valuations are going up,
and if you don’t protest them they can just become ridiculously high, which then makes your property taxes
high, which then makes your mortgage payments high!

Quotes:

The deadline to protest is May 15th this year in Harris
County (May 16th for Fort Bend County), so be sure to
timely file your protest. You can file your protest online.
You may have additional time to file your protest if you
have not received your mailed valuation yet; check with
your county’s CAD.

No man has a good enough memory to be a successful
liar.
—Abraham Lincoln

If you don’t have time to protest your home’s property

To succeed in life, you need three things: a wishbone, a
backbone and a funny bone. —Reba McEntire

If you could kick the person in the pants responsible for
most of your trouble, you wouldn’t sit for a month.
—Theodore Roosevelt

Our law firm is a federally designated Debt Relief Agency under the United States Bankruptcy Laws.
We help people find answers to their debt problems, including when necessary, helping them file
bankruptcy under the United States Bankruptcy Code.

After filing his 1998 tax return showing zero income,
Waller did not file any tax returns for the next 20 years,
despite earning $400,000 in 2011 alone. Using a bank
account under a fictitious business name, Waller had all
commissions earned deposited into that account, which
he used to pay personal expenses as well as taking large
cash withdrawals. In addition, Waller took out loans on
real estate that he owned to eliminate any equity he had.
Sentencing is scheduled for June 21st, where he could
face five years in prison for the count of tax evasion and
one year in prison for each count of failure to file a tax
return. Waller also could be sentenced to a period of supervised release, restitution and monetary penalties. ■

Hurricane Season is Coming Up!
Las Vegas strip at night.

Las Vegas Man Gambles
with the IRS and Loses

Accuweather predicts a near- to slightly above- normal
season with 12 to 14 total storms this year. Of those
storms, it's estimated that five to seven will become
hurricanes, while two to four more will turn into major
hurricanes. Hurricane season officially runs from June
through November.

William Waller Jr., a real estate broker from Las Vegas,
NV was convicted in a jury trial of one count of attempting to evade the payment of federal income taxes of more
than $500,000 and two counts of failing to file income
tax returns.

Now is the time to lay in a supply of bottled water,
canned food and batteries if you need to “hunker
down.” Also prepare a “go-bag” if you and your family
need to evacuate. Have a hurricane plan for your family; go to flash.org/hurricanestrong to get started. ■

(Property Tax from previous page) times a little, but it
adds up over time. And don’t think that not protesting
your tax valuation (and letting the CAD appraise your
house too high) will somehow get you a better price
when you go to sell your house. Home buyers and their
real estate agents are well aware that tax appraisals are
not necessarily indicative of the true value of a property.

thorities charge. If you can’t afford to pay the property
taxes on a property, it may be time to consider selling it
before you lose it.

So claim all the property tax exemptions that you are entitled to, and also protest your tax appraisal valuation, at
least if it is too high.
Don’t even think about not paying your property taxes
timely. The penalties are very high, the property tax authorities don’t want to charge you the penalties, they
want you to find the money somewhere else to avoid paying the penalties!
The interest rate for delinquent property taxes in Texas is
quite high also, at 12%. Again, they make it so expensive
so you will find the money somewhere else to timely pay
your property taxes.
And please, please don’t use the tax loan companies that
loan you the money to pay your property taxes. They
charge even higher interest than the 12% that the tax au-

What happens if you can’t pay your property taxes? You
will be sued in court by the tax authorities for the delinquent taxes. Once a judgment is obtained they will have
a constable schedule a tax auction on the 1st Tuesday of
a given month.
The property tax authorities have “first priority” or first
dibs on your house if you fail to pay them. They can
even foreclose on your mortgage company and homeowner's association. If your mortgage company finds out
you have delinquent property taxes they will pay them
and demand that you pay them back, or set up an escrow
account for you so you pay them back each month.
If you have delinquent property taxes, mortgage payments or homeowner's association dues, don’t wait until
your property is about to be auctioned or sold. Contact
our office at 713-772-8037 for an appointment with Mr.
Black or his associate attorney Alex Higginbotham to
discuss your options. Depending upon who is threatening to take your property, once the sale happens it may
be too late. ■

.

RECEPTIONIST WANTED

Our current receptionist is moving out of town, so
we are in need! Thanks for your service Jazmin, we
will miss you! Previous experience helpful but not
necessary, we will train. Must be eager, have good
attitude and like people and talking on the telephone. Must have basic computer skills. Benefits
include group health, life and disability insurance
and 401(k). Submit your resume and contact information to ashley@jthomasblack.com. Please, no
employment agencies. Equal opportunity employer.

where do you want to be? Track your activities for a couple
of days, looking for habits and trends. Take a good look at
your skills. Then identify the gap between your current situation and your long-term goals.
• Plan your day. For maximum impact, map out your day so
you don’t waste time on irrelevant projects or distractions. A
good to-do list is one of your best tools for making progress.
• Get organized. De-clutter your workspace so you don’t
waste time looking for what’s necessary for you to do your
job and pursue your goals.
• Delegate. Figure out what you do best, and concentrate on
that. Delegate as much of the rest as you can. At work, this
means handing off assignments to employees who can do
them better than you. In your personal life, it might mean hiring a cleaning service or accountant to do chores for you.
• Learn to say no. You want to be agreeable, but if you put
too much on your plate, you won’t do a good job on any of it.
Define your priorities, look for opportunities, but decline anything that doesn’t support your plan.
• Do something different. Avoid spending your time doing
what everyone else does. Look for ways to innovate—new
products or services, or a better way to get your work done.
Breaking out of the mold will help you see the world from a
fresh perspective. ■

Is your home going into foreclosure? If so call the office
and make an appointment with Mr. Black before it is too
late! Just want information? Get Mr. Black’s Special Report, “What You Need to Stop Your Texas Foreclosure
Now! - Secrets Mortgage Companies Don’t Want You to
Know.” You can download your free copy instantly at
jthomasblack.com or pick one up at our Houston office.

Follow This Path to
Ultimate Success
If success is more of a journey than a destination,
it makes sense to start as soon as you can. Try
these tips from the Happiness India Project website to get going:
• Evaluate yourself. Where are you now—and

Thank you for your referrals!
We accept referred cases in the following areasChapters 7 & 13 Bankruptcy.
I.R.S. Settlements and Payment Plans.
ARE YOU IN CHAPTER 13 NOW?
PLEASE always keep the law office updated with your current address,
telephone numbers, and email address. We may need to reach you quickly.
You can check on the status of your Trustee payments, how much you still
owe on your case, etc., by going to www.ndc.org to set up your user ID
and password.
Are your chapter 13 plan payment too high? Lose job or overtime? It may
be possible to surrender property or if your situation has changed to lower
your payments. If this is your situation, contact our office for an appointment to prepare a Motion to Modify.
J. Thomas Black was licensed as an attorney in Texas by the Texas Supreme Court in May, 1982. Mr. Black is Board Certified in Consumer
Bankruptcy Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.
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A Little Humor – The “hooded robber” edition…
A hooded robber burst into a Texas bank and forced the tellers to load a sack full of cash.
On his way out the door, a brave Texas customer grabbed the hood and pulled it off revealing the robber’s face. The
robber shot the customer without a moment’s hesitation.
He then looked around the bank and noticed one of the tellers looking straight at him.
The robber instantly shot him also. Everyone else, by now very scared, looked intently down at the floor in silence.
The robber yelled, ‘Well, did anyone else see my face?’
There are a few moments of utter silence in which everyone was plainly afraid to speak. Then, one "old cowboy" tentatively raised his hand, and while keeping his head down said, ‘My wife got a pretty good look at you.’

