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Romance scams rank number one
on total reported scam losses!
Source: Federal Trade Commission

The FTC says that people looking for romance are hoping to be swept off their feet, not caught up in a scam.
But tens of thousands of reports in Consumer Sentinel
(an FTC law enforcement database) show that a scam is
what many people find.

Scammers can reap large rewards for time spent courting
their targets. The median individual loss to a romance
scam reported in 2018 was $2,600, about seven times
higher than the median loss across all other fraud types.
People often reported sending money repeatedly for one
supposed crisis after another.
People who said they were ages 40 to 69 reported losing
money to romance scams at the highest rates – more than
twice the rate of people in their 20s. (see next page)

In 2018, Sentinel had more than 21,000 reports about
romance scams, and people reported losing a total of
$143 million – that’s more than any other consumer
fraud type identified in Sentinel.
These reports are rising steadily. In 2015, by comparison, people filed 8,500 Sentinel reports with dollar losses
of $33 million.
I’ve had clients that have had to file bankruptcy because
of romance scams. How common it is, who really
knows? I’m sure many people are too embarrassed to
admit that they have been scammed by someone they
thought was their sweetheart.
Romance scammers lure people with phony online profiles, often lifting photos from the web to create attractive and convincing personas. They might make up
names or assume the identities of real people. Reports
indicate the scammers are active on dating apps, but also
on social media sites that aren’t generally used for dating. For example, many people say the scam started
with a Facebook message.
Once these fraudsters have people by the heartstrings,
they say they need money, often for a medical emergency or some other misfortune. They often claim to be in
the military and stationed abroad, which explains why
they can’t meet in person. Pretending to need help with
travel costs for a long-awaited visit is another common
ruse.

Don’t get taken in by a romance or similar scam. I hate to be so cynical
but I just assume a stranger is lying to me until they prove otherwise.

Quotes:
The life you want begins the moment you embrace the
life you have because all of it is a miracle.
—Rob Bell
The most difficult thing is the decision to act. The rest is
merely tenacity.
—Amelia Earhart
All you need is love. But a little chocolate now and then
doesn’t hurt.
—Charles M. Schulz

Our law firm is a federally designated Debt Relief Agency under the United States Bankruptcy Laws.
We help people find answers to their debt problems, including when necessary, helping them file
bankruptcy under the United States Bankruptcy Code.

been filed. Bennett told the Associated Press, “We have
disputes with the IRS regarding what they claim was income. We claim its double-dipping income because they
don’t understand how the business works.”
He added that Franklin had a lot of expenses whenever
she toured. “She had to pay for transportation, hotel
rooms, backup singers, musicians. When she did that the
I.R.S. was questioning the returns she filed,” Bennett
said. “We’re going through audits. Returns were filed as
timely as we could get them filed.”
Franklin had been the target of a number of lawsuits by
creditors during the late 1980’s and 1990’s.

Aretha Franklin’s Estate
Gets No Respect from the
Internal Revenue Service

Franklin dies of pancreatic cancer in August in her Detroit apartment. She was 76.

New Yorker editor David Remnick said in an April 2016
profile of Franklin, that the reason she carried her purse
onstage is, “She collects on the spot or she does not sing.
The cash goes into her handbag and the handbag either
According to the IRS, Aretha Franklin’s estate owes $6.3 stays with her security team or goes out onstage and remillion in unpaid taxes and $1.5 million in penalties for sides, within eyeshot, on the piano.”
the tax years 2012-2018.
Franklin’s attorney claims that she had a lot of
The estate is being audited by the IRS, which filed a paychecks lying around that she never cashed, and he
had to have some of them reissued because they were so
claim in probate court in December, 2018.
old. It seems that the IRS figured some of it as undeDavid Bennett, attorney for the estate says that they have clared income and are going after it. ■
already paid $3 million to the IRS and all returns have
(Romance scams, from previous page)
At the same time, people 70 and over reported the highest
individual median losses at $10,000.
Among people who told the FTC how they paid the
scammer, the majority said they wired money. The next
largest group said they sent money using gift and reload
cards (like Moneypak), and reports of this type of payment increased in 2018.
People said they mailed the cards or gave the PIN number on the back to the scammer. Con artists favor these
payment methods because they can get quick cash, the
transaction is largely irreversible, and they can remain
anonymous.
So what can singles do to play it safe while dating
online? Here are some tips to help spot bogus suitors:
• Never send money or gifts to a sweetheart you haven’t met in person.
• Talk to someone you trust about this new love interest. In the excitement about what feels like a new relationship, we can be blinded to things that don’t add up.
Pay attention if your friends or family are concerned.

• Take it slowly. Ask questions and look for inconsistent answers.
• Try a reverse-image search of the profile pictures. If
they’re associated with another name or with details that
don’t match up, it’s a scam. Use TinEye or on Google
Chrome you can right-click a photo and search the picture. If the same picture appears with other names and in
other places, this is the best way to detect a fraudulent
profile.
• Don’t deposit your love interest’s checks into your
bank account, and then transfer money to them or to
someone else especially if they are overseas. We had a
romance scam like this one time. Our client was bankrupted when the “lover’s” deposited check bounced, and
she was left on the hook for thousands of dollars to her
bank, who promptly sued her for the money. Learn more
about romance scammers at ftc.gov/imposters.
Help stop these scammers by reporting suspicious profiles or messages to the dating or social media site that
you are using. Then, file a complaint with the FTC
at FTC.gov/complaint and/or the FBI’s Internet Crime
Complaint Center (IC3) at ic3.gov. ■

probably time to try something else.”

Branson’s rules for success
Billionaire entrepreneur Sir Richard Branson is undeniably successful. He’s built eight billion-dollar
companies, established a nonprofit foundation, and
written six books. He also plays a lot of tennis.
What’s his secret? He’s got several, and they’ve
been compiled on CNBC’s MakeIt website:
•

ly the ones enjoying life the most,” Branson
says.

•

•

Don’t give up. “On every adventure I have been on—
whether setting up a business, flying around the world in a
balloon, or racing across the ocean in a boat—there have
been moments when the easy thing to do would be to give
up,” Branson has written. However, he never gives in.

•

Keep setting challenges. “Write down every single idea
you have, no matter how big or small,” he once blogged.
Then challenge yourself to follow through.

•

Delegate. “If you find people who can take on tasks you
aren’t good at, it frees you up to plan for the future.”

•

Take care of your team. “If your staff are having fun and
genuinely care about other people, they will enjoy their
work more and do a better job.”

•

Get away from your office. “Rather than sitting in front
of a screen all your life, switch off the TV or the computer
and go out into the world,” he says.

•

Prove critics wrong. “Some people will react to success
by trying to hang onto your coattails,” Branson warns.
“The best thing you can do is to not only ignore them, but
to prove them wrong in every single way.” ■

Follow your dreams. “Those people who spend
their time working on things they love are usual-

If you or someone you care about is having financial difficulties, at least find out what your rights are before something bad happens. Mr. Black’s book “Get Out of Debt with
a Texas Bankruptcy” is available at no charge for a limited
time. You can download your free copy instantly at jthomasblack.com or pick one up at our office.

•

•

Do some good. “If you aren’t making a positive
difference to other people’s lives, then you
shouldn’t be in business.”
Believe in your ideas. “If you aren’t proud of
your idea and believe in your plans, why should
anybody else?”
Have fun. “If you’re not having fun, then it’s

Thank you for your referrals!
We accept referred cases in the following areasChapters 7 & 13 Bankruptcy.
I.R.S. Settlements and Payment Plans.
ARE YOU IN CHAPTER 13 NOW?
PLEASE always keep the law office updated with your current address,
telephone numbers, and email address. We may need to reach you quickly.
You can check on the status of your Trustee payments, how much you still
owe on your case, etc., by going to www.ndc.org to set up your user ID
and password.
Are your chapter 13 plan payment too high? Lose job or overtime? It may
be possible to surrender property or if your situation has changed to lower
your payments. If this is your situation, contact our office for an appointment to prepare a Motion to Modify.
J. Thomas Black was licensed as an attorney in Texas by the Texas Supreme Court in May, 1982. Mr. Black is Board Certified in Consumer
Bankruptcy Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.
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A Little Humor – The “bad dog” edition…
A man is walking past a pet store when he sees a sign that reads, “Talking dog for sale!”
Curious, he walks into the store and finds the dog lounging on a cushion. “You wouldn’t happen to be the talking dog mentioned
on the sign, would you?” the man asks.
“Guilty as charged,” the dog responds.
“Wow, you really can talk,” the man says.
“Yep. That’s why they call me man’s best friend,” the dog says.
“Well, why don’t you tell me a little about yourself?” the man asks.
“Oh, where should I begin?” the dog sighs. “I’ve led such a full life. I got my start when I was just a pup touring with a Shakespeare theatre group. I made my way out to California to get into the movie business and learned to surf instead. I was pretty
good at it, too, but then I tried snowboarding. Now that is my sport. I was even in training for the Winter Olympics, but I broke
my leg and that put an end to that career. I’m all better now, and I guess you could say I’m doing a bit of soul searching and trying to figure out what’s next. For now I spend my days reading to kids at the preschool and then entertaining the seniors at the
nursing home.”
“That’s remarkable,” the man says. He looks over at the shop owner and asks, “Why would you part with such a talented animal?”
The owner shakes his head, rolls his eyes, and says, “I can’t stand a liar.”

