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Free credit freezes coming soon!
Source: Federal Trade Commission

When I heard about the big Equifax breach, I immediately put a credit “freeze” on my credit reports. Almost 179
million credit files were breached in 2017, and hackers
stole people’s names, birth dates, Social Security numbers, addresses and in some cases, driver’s license numbers. You pretty much have to assume that all of your
personal identifying information is available to thieves
who may use it for nefarious purposes.

a child’s credit file until the child is old enough to use
credit. Yes, identity thieves have been known to steal
children’s identities and incur debts in their names.

• What’s new? Currently, some state laws allow you
to freeze a child’s credit file. Starting September 21st,
no matter where you live, you’ll be able to get a free
credit freeze for children under age 16.
(see credit freezes, next page)

It wasn’t particularly difficult to put a freeze on my credit reports, it just took a few minutes on the computer. but
at the time it was necessary to pay small fees to Experian
and TransUnion; Equifax didn’t charge me a fee after
their enormous breach.
Thanks to a new federal law, soon you can get free credit
freezes and even year-long fraud alerts. When the law
takes effect on September 21st, you can look forward to:
Free credit freezes

A credit freeze won’t prevent an identity thief from making charges to
your existing accounts. You still need to monitor all bank, credit card and
insurance statements for fraudulent transactions.

• What is it? A credit freeze restricts access to your
Quotes:
credit file, making it harder for identity thieves to open
new accounts in your name. Usually you get a PIN to use There isn’t anything in your life that cannot be changed.
each time you want to freeze and unfreeze your account
—Carolyn Myss
to apply for new credit.
People were created to be loved. Things were created to be

• What’s new? Currently, credit freezes may involve
used. The reason why the world is in chaos is because things
you paying fees, depending on state law. Starting this
fall, it will be free to freeze and unfreeze your credit files are being loved and people are being used.
— Author unknown
throughout the country.
Free child credit freezes
•

Be careful of reading health books. You may die of a misprint.
— Mark Twain
What is it? A child credit freeze allows you to freeze
Our law firm is a federally designated Debt Relief Agency under the United States Bankruptcy Laws.
We help people find answers to their debt problems, including when necessary, helping them file
bankruptcy under the United States Bankruptcy Code.

known to deteriorate when it is exposed to moisture, such
as we have here on the Gulf Coast of Texas, further enhancing the risk of explosion.
The explosion is very similar to that of a military-grade
hand grenade because it explodes the metal encasement
that houses the compound and then shoots metal in all
directions.
In February 2017 Takata pleaded guilty to fraud in federal
court in Michigan because of its attempts to cover up data
showing the lethal nature of its products, as well as falsifying documents in order to make the airbags appear safe.

Exploding Takata airbags still pose a
danger to millions of drivers! Are you
one of them?

It was ordered to pay $850M restitution to automakers,
$125M to victims and their families, and a $25M criminal
fine. It paid the $125 Million to set up the Individual Restitution Fund but then later filed chapter 11 bankruptcy.
Part of the bankruptcy plan is to set up a Trust Fund
which will be another source of compensation for victims.

The U.S. Department of Transportation National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) is overseeing the largest safety recall in U.S. history, which is now
linked to 22 deaths and more than 230 injuries worldwide. 50 million vehicles built by 19 manufacturers have
been recalled so far, but the NHTSA anticipates millions
more will be recalled by December 2019.

Are you driving around with a potential bomb in front of
you? Find out now if your vehicle is subject to a recall by
going to nhtsa.gov/recalls and putting in your VIN#. If
your vehicle is subject to a Takata airbag recall, GET IT
FIXED RIGHT AWAY. If you are in an accident and the
airbag goes off, you or a loved one could be maimed or
killed. In fact if you have a Takata airbag recall and are
not comfortable driving the car to the dealership to get
fixed, call the dealership and have them tow it in.

The recall comes from a highly unstable and explosive
chemical compound– ammonium nitrate– used in the
airbag inflators. Takata admitted to using this compound
because it was a cheaper alternative, even though it is

And if you or someone you know has been injured by a
Takata airbag, contact our office. Getting appropriate
compensation will not be easy but we can put you in
touch with lawyers that are experts in this area. ■

(credit freezes, from previous page)
Year-long fraud alerts
• What is it? A fraud alert will tell any business that
runs your credit that they should check with you before
opening a new account.
• What’s new? Currently, fraud alerts last 90 days.
Starting this fall, an initial fraud alert will last for one
year. It will still be free and identity theft victims can
still get an extended fraud alert for seven years.
The new law has a long name – the Economic
Growth, Regulatory Relief, and Consumer Protection
Act – but the outcome is simple.
When the law takes effect in September, Equifax, Experian and TransUnion must each set up a webpage for
requesting fraud alerts and credit freezes. The FTC will
also post links to those webpages on IdentityTheft.gov.
And if you’re in the military, there’s more. Within a
year, credit reporting agencies must offer free electronic
credit monitoring to all active duty military. ■

You can’t win them
all. As much as we try,
we can’t win every
I.R.S. negotiation. We
tried to negotiate an Offer in Compromise for
an older couple to settle
their $312,000 in I.R.S. debt, offering $50 to settle. The
offer was returned and the I.R.S. closed it’s file on the
case, but not because of the small $50 amount offered. It
was because the taxpayers couldn’t keep current on their
1040ES estimated tax payments. That’s one of the requirements of any kind of I.R.S. settlement or payment
plan, that you are “in compliance” with the tax laws and
at least stay current on a going-forward basis. I really
feel confident that we could’ve gotten this offer done,
had the taxpayers done their part. They had extenuating
circumstances including their age and the wife’s serious
illness that prevented her from working. But I can’t help
folks that don’t help themselves by doing their part. ■

Follow these rules to startup
success

so you don’t overextend yourself.

• Focus on the bottom line. Without sufficient revenue,
your organization will go nowhere. Keep a firm eye on your
money so you spend it where it will do the most good.

Do you dream of starting your own company? Many
people do, but the road is hard. On the Fast Company website, Shark Tank’s Kevin O’Leary offers this • Don’t hang on to bad ideas. If something’s not working,
ditch it quickly. Like firing a poor performer, dropping unsucadvice for getting your startup up and running:
cessful projects before they waste too much time and money
is sometimes necessary if you want to keep your head above
• Expect long hours. You can’t get up to speed by
water. ■

Parking Spot
While walking through a parking lot, a man tripped and fell
on his face. As he was lying there, a woman stopped and
called out, “Are you hurt?”
“No, I’m fine,” he said, touched by her concern.
“Oh good,” she continued. “So will you be vacating your
parking spot?”

Thank you for your referrals!
We accept cases in the following areasChapters 7, 11 & 13 Bankruptcy.
Foreclosures are way up in the Houston, Texas area since
the “Hurricane Harvey” moratoria have ended. Request
your copy of our Special Report, “What You Need To Stop
Your Texas Foreclosure Now!” either by calling our office
or download it at jthomasblack.com.

working nine to five. Be prepared to work long and
hard. It requires discipline and determination, so
don’t get started if you’re not willing to make the
time commitment.
• Be ready to terminate. Firing people is never fun,
but sometimes it’s necessary if you’re going to assemble the right team. Don’t waste time if an employee isn’t a good fit for the job or your organization. The sooner the person is gone, the sooner you’ll
find a better replacement.
• Set realistic goals. You’ve got high ambitions, but
you have to be reasonable. You’re not going to get
rich immediately. Keep your financial goals modest

I.R.S. Settlements and Payment Plans.
Stop Foreclosure and Repossession.
Debt, Lawsuit & Judgment Settlements.
Student Loan Help.
ARE YOU IN CHAPTER 13 NOW?
PLEASE always keep the law office updated with your current address, telephone numbers, and email address. We may need to reach
you quickly.
You can check on the status of your Trustee payments, how much
you still owe on your case, etc., by going to www.ndc.org to set up
your user ID and password.
Are your chapter 13 plan payment too high? Lose job or overtime?
It may be possible to surrender property or if your situation has
changed to lower your payments. If this is your situation, contact
our office for an appointment to prepare a Motion to Modify.
J. Thomas Black was licensed as an attorney in Texas by the Texas
Supreme Court in May, 1982. Mr. Black is Board Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.
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A Little Humor – The “notorious outlaw” edition…
A cowboy walked into a bar and ordered a whiskey.
“Where is everybody?” he asked the bartender after noticing the place was empty.
“They’re down at the courthouse,” the bartender replied. “They’re gonna hang a fella.”

“A hanging? Is it a famous outlaw?” the cowboy asked.
“It’s Brown Paper Pete,” the bartender replied.
“How did he get such a strange name?” remarked the cowboy.
“They called him that on account he wears brown paper chaps, brown paper boots, a brown paper hat, and a
brown paper vest,” said the bartender.
“That doesn’t sound like much of a cowboy or an outlaw if you ask me,” the cowboy replied. “What did he do
to get into so much trouble?”
“Rustling.”

