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New Texas law may help prevent scams
on elderly!
Source: Texas Attorney General’s office

It is unfortunate that senior Texans are targeted by scammers. However, for nearly every scam or fraud, there is a
simple strategy that you can use to stay safe.
Just hang up! Unsolicited phone calls are a real danger
to Texas seniors. My own mother, now deceased, was a
victim of a “sweepstakes” scam. A caller or callers
talked her into wiring them money for “fees” or “taxes”
on her “sweepstakes winnings,” which of course never
came. One of my sisters became aware of the scam and
moved mother in to live with her, or it could have gone
on much longer.

right back to them. Do not use a number the caller has
given you when you make the return call. Look up the
number of your bank yourself by consulting the phone
book or a recent paper statement. A new Texas law
went into effect September 1, 2017 that may help prevent some scams on the elderly. The law is called the
“Protection of Vulnerable Adults from Financial Exploitation Act,” chapter 280 (see Seniors next page)

Remember that callers could say they are with your bank
or your credit card company, the I.R.S., the sheriff’s department or police department or any other organization
that you trust. Keep in mind that these callers may be
imposters, often located in foreign countries, out to gain
your trust and steal from you.
A definite red flag is when a caller asks you for personal
information such as your Social Security Number, date
of birth or financial information such as your credit card
or bank account number. The simple strategy to stay
safe? When in doubt, Just hang up.
Heck, I go one better and just don’t answer the phone
unless I know who is calling. But whatever you do, never give out personal information to anyone who has
called you, no matter what they say. You are under no
obligation to remain on the line with someone who is
trying to talk you into (or out of) something. Just hang
up.
If you think the call might be legitimate (for instance,
you think it may really be your bank calling about a
problem with your account), tell the caller you’ll get

Fraud against the elderly is increasing as the U.S. population ages. Your
best protection against scammers making unsolicited contact with you is
to hang up and not respond to their attempts to steal your money or
good name. Hang-up your phone, shred the correspondence, delete the
email, or shut your door and call the police.

Quotes:
If human beings are perceived as potentials rather than problems...then they thrive and grow to their capabilities. —
Barbara Bush
Sometimes when you’re in a dark place you think you’ve been
buried, but actually you’ve been planted. — Christine Caine
When you start seeing your worth, you’ll find it hard to stay
around people that don’t. — Author unknown.

Our law firm is a federally designated Debt Relief Agency under the United States Bankruptcy Laws.
We help people find answers to their debt problems, including when necessary, helping them file
bankruptcy under the United States Bankruptcy Code.

2012, but also filed false corporate and personal returns
for the tax years 2011 through 2014. Customers of the
escort service were allowed to pay by credit card, checks
or cash. Zarudny reported all of the credit card transactions but did not report income received by cash or check.
Sentencing is scheduled for this month, where he faces a
statutory maximum sentence of three years in prison, supervised release, monetary penalties and restitution. ■

Escort Service Business Owner
Tries to “Trick” the I.R.S.
Dennis Zarudny of Miami, FL pled guilty to filing a
false tax return in court for the Southern District of Florida.
Zarundy, owner of Denzar, Inc, which operated under
the business name of “Elite Escort Service”, advertised
his business on the internet as a “prestigious escort agency providing 24-hour outcall escort services & adult entertainment for upscale gentlemen and couples in South
Florida.”
Zarudny not only filed a false individual tax return for
(Seniors from previous page) of the Texas Finance
Code.
The Act does a number of things: (1) financial institutions such as banks and brokerage houses can make a
report to state regulators and notify relatives of an attempted scam, if they suspect one; (2) they can place a
temporary hold on the account to prevent the scam from
occurring if requested by a state agency or law enforcement; (3) financial institutions and their employees will
be granted immunity from civil or criminal liability for
good faith reporting of suspicious transactions involving
vulnerable adults.
This new law by itself won’t solve the problem, but it is
at least a tool that financial institutions can use when
they suspect fraudulent activity. Prior to this law, they
were often required to process the transaction immediately and there was no way to protect the vulnerable person even though they suspected there was fraud involved. ■

Lawyers like appreciation too! It doesn’t happen very often, but once
in a while one of our clients is especially appreciative of our work on
their case. This lady client made a personal visit just to thank Mr.
Black and drop off a pretty card and a tasteful gift. Thank you!

Houston Bankruptcy
Judge wins award. The
Honorable Eduardo V. Rodriguez, one of our bankruptcy judges here in the
Southern District of Texas,
will receive the Judge Merrill Hartman Pro Bono
Judge Award from the State Bar of Texas. Among other
pro bono activities, the judge brought together other judges and attorneys to create a video to train legal aid attorneys to provide bankruptcy services for indigent Texans.
In 2014 he was quoted as saying “It is my belief that, as
attorneys, we are charged with a moral obligation to do
good in the community and to assist the less fortunate.
Volunteering to represent the indigent population with legal matters is always a priority for me.” His advice to
those thinking about starting to do pro bono work was:
“The good work you do, for even one individual, will be
returned to you ..tenfold. Don’t hesitate – get involved.” ■

complished. Talk about your projects in meetings, or be
willing to mentor other employees on skills that you’ve
mastered. Keep your managers updated on what you’re
working on and what you’ve achieved.

How to stand out in a large
organization

You’ve landed a job at a Fortune 500 company. The
•
Volunteer. Be willing to raise your hand and volunteer
opportunities may seem limitless, but your ability to
for a task force or special team. You’ll be seen as someone
stand out is what will make your career. Here’s how
committed to helping the organization. You’ll also learn
to make a name for yourself when you’re one fish
more about your organization and industry by working on
in a crowded pond:
cross-functional teams, and you’ll expand your circle of
contacts.
•

Sharpen your communication skills . Few people get
ahead without the ability to communicate well—writing
clear emails and reports, speaking authoritatively and in
spiringly, and sharing information that will help other peo
ple do their jobs better. Focus on getting your ideas across
with clarity and precision so people see what you’re capa
ble of. ■

Thank you for your referrals!
We accept cases in the following areas*
Chapters 7, 11 & 13 Bankruptcy.
I.R.S. Settlements and Payment Plans.
Foreclosures are way up in the Houston, Texas area since
the “Hurricane Harvey” moratoria have ended. Request
your copy of our Special Report, “What You Need To Stop
Your Texas Foreclosure Now!” either by calling our office
or download it at jthomasblack.com.

Stop Foreclosure and Repossession.
Debt, Lawsuit & Judgment Settlements.
Student Loan Help.

•

Learn about your organization. Find out as
*certain cases may be referred.
much as you can about your employer—its histo
ry, key executives, position in the marketplace,
ARE YOU IN CHAPTER 13 NOW?
financial status, and more. Look outside your own
PLEASE always keep the law office updated with your current addepartment to show you’re interested in the entire dress, telephone numbers, and email address. We may need to reach
organization, not just your corner of it.
you quickly.

•

Find out how your performance is meas
ured. When you know what managers are look
ing for, you’ll be able to provide the kind of per
formance that marks you as someone to keep an
eye on.

•

Promote yourself. Don’t brag at the top of
your voice, but let people know what you’ve ac

You can check on the status of your Trustee payments, how much
you still owe on your case, etc., by going to www.ndc.org to set up
your user ID and password.
Are your chapter 13 plan payment too high? Lose job or overtime?
It may be possible to surrender property or if your situation has
changed to lower your payments. If this is your situation, contact
our office for an appointment to prepare a Motion to Modify.
J. Thomas Black was licensed as an attorney in Texas by the Texas
Supreme Court in May, 1982. Mr. Black is Board Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.
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A Little Humor – The “seeing the future” edition…
A woman had her palm read by a fortuneteller at a street fair.
“Hmm,” the fortuneteller said upon examining the woman’s palm. “You will be poor and unhappy until you are
50.”
“Well, that stinks,” the woman said. “Please tell me I win the lottery once I turn 50 and live happily ever after.”
“No, you’ll be poor after the age of 50 as well,” the fortuneteller replied.
“You’ll just be used to it by then.”

