
 

Our law firm is a federally designated Debt Relief Agency under the United States Bankruptcy Laws.           
We help people find answers to their debt problems, including when necessary, helping them file             

bankruptcy under the United States Bankruptcy Code. 

Thatôs not your neighbor calling!  

Source: Federal Trade Commission 

It seems like my cell phone rings more and more lately, and 
itôs not always from people that I want to talk to! And when 
your phone rings and it looks like a local call, you may 
be more likely to answer.  

Scammers count on this and can easily fake caller ID 
numbers. They can even match the first six digits of your 
own number, which is called ñneighbor spoofing.ò I get 
several of these calls every week. The urge to answer can 
be tough to resist, since it looks like it could be a neigh-
bor or someone close by trying to reach you. 

If you see a number like this on your caller ID, remem-
ber that it could be faked. Letting it go to voicemail is 
one option. If you do pick up and donôt recognize the 
caller ð hang up. Personally, I donôt answer any calls 
unless I know who is calling. 

But what else can you do? Call blocking services that 
block or flag unwanted calls can help. These services 
include mobile apps, features built into your mobile 
phone, cloud-based services, call-blocking devices, or 
services provided by your phone service carrier. Some 
are free and others cost money. 

Many call-blocking apps are free or cost only a few dol-
lars. However, some of them may upload your contact 
information along with information about what numbers 
you call or call you. The appôs privacy policy should ex-
plain how it gets and uses your information.  

You also can register your number with the Do Not Call 
Registry. The Do Not Call Registry is designed to stop 
sales calls from legitimate companies, so it wonôt stop 
calls from scammers. But it could make it easier for you 
to spot scam calls. If a company is ignoring the Registry, 
thereôs a good chance itôs a scam. 

Quotes:  

Disappointments are inevitable, but misery is option-

al.                    -Joel Osteen  

True success is overcoming the fear of being unsuccess-

ful.                                               - Paul Sweeney   

We donôt know what we want, but we are ready to bite 

somebody to get it.       -Will Rogers  

May 2018 Newsletter 

You also can help by reporting unwanted calls to the 

Federal Trade Commission. They take the phone num-

bers that you report and release them to (see next page)  

Our receptionist Lorinda Barajas received her Paralegal Certifi-

cate from the Center for Advanced Legal Studies in February 

2018. She is now studying for her CORE Competency Exam.  

https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/blog/2015/07/getting-calls-your-own-number
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/blog/2015/07/getting-calls-your-own-number
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0548-blocking-unwanted-calls
http://www.donotcall.gov/
http://www.donotcall.gov/
http://complaints.donotcall.gov/complaint/complaintcheck.aspx


 

 

Divorce, money & I.R.S. problems leave 

heiress singing the blues 

In June 2016 Lisa Marie Presley, the only daughter of Elvis 

Presley, filed for divorce from her husband Michael Lock-

wood. Lockwood demanded she pay his $450,000 in legal fees 

and $22,000 in monthly spousal support. In February 2018, a 

judge gave Presley 30 days to pay $100,000 of Lockwoodôs 

legal fees.  

But the heiress said that she would be unable to do so because 

she was in debt for over $16.7 million. The biggest source of 

Presleyôs debt is the $10 million she owes the I.R.S. for unpaid 

taxes for 2012-2015.  

In addition to hundreds of thousands of dollars in credit card 

bills, court documents show that Presley defaulted on the mort-

gage of the $6 million home she owns in the United Kingdom. 

This is pretty shocking, considering that she inherited her fa-

therôs $100 million estate in 1993 when she turned 25. Today, 

Presley claims that the fortune has dwindled to $14,000. Sheôs 

claimed that her financial problems are due primarily to the 

ñreckless and negligent mismanagement and self-serving ambi-

tionò of her former business manager, Barry Siegel. 

Moral of the story: it doesnôt matter if youôre rich or poor, a 

commoner or a celebrity. If you donôt pay whatôs owed to the 

I.R.S., they will eventually catch up with you, and you could 

end up in ñHeartbreak Hotel.ò ƴ 

(from front page) the public each business day. This 

helps phone carriers and other partners that are working 

on call blocking solutions.  

Your reports also help law enforcement identify the peo-

ple behind illegal calls. You can report unwanted calls at 

ftc.gov/complaint.  

Many of our clients are continuing to receive scam 

I.R.S. and scam debt collection calls. If you speak to the 

scammers, donôt believe what they say. The I.R.S. does 

not have to file a lawsuit against you to collect from you, 

and they rarely call you anyway.  

And no, if someone calls you and says the sheriff is 

coming to arrest you for a ten year old payday loan, it is 

also likely a scam. We had a lady call the office one 

time that had become so scared by a scam caller that she 

cashed in a 401(k), it was $10,000 or $12,000, and pay 

them. It just made me sick to have to tell her that she had 

been scammed. Donôt let it happen to you! ƴ 

New Bankruptcy Judge in 

Houston. The Honorable Jef-

frey P. Norman's appointment 

as a Bankruptcy Judge for the 

Southern District of Texas, 

Houston Division began April 

2, 2018.  If you are in chapter 

13 and your case number has 

ñH5ò in it, he is your new judge 

in place of the now retired Ka-

ren K. Brown. Judge Norman received his Bachelor of 

Science from Houston Baptist University in Accounting 

and Finance in 1982, and his Doctor of Jurisprudence from 

South Texas College of Law in 1985.  Prior to his appoint-

ment to the Southern District of Texas Bankruptcy bench 

Judge Norman was a Bankruptcy Judge for the Western 

District of Louisiana, in the Shreveport and Monroe Divi-

sions from 2014 to 2018. Welcome to Judge Norman and 

may he have a long and illustrious career as a bankruptcy 

judge here in Houston! ƴ  

LOS ANGELES - Lisa Marie Presley & Michael 

Lockwood arrive to the "Mad Max: Fury Road" Los 

Angeles Premiere on May 7, 2015 in Hollywood, CA 



 

 

Thank you for your referrals!  

We accept cases in the following areas*         

Chapters 7, 11 & 13 Bankruptcy.                                                                                      

I.R.S. Settlements and Payment Plans. 

Stop Foreclosure and Repossession.  

Debt, Lawsuit & Judgment Settlements.   

Serious Accidents and Injuries. 

Student Loan Help.      

Family Law. 

Wills and Trusts, Powers of Attorney                                      

*certain cases may be referred. 

ARE YOU IN CHAPTER 13 NOW?         

PLEASE always keep the law office updated with your current ad-
dress, telephone numbers, and email address. We may need to reach 
you quickly.  

You can check on the status of your Trustee payments, how much 
you still owe on your case, etc., by going to www.ndc.org to set up 
your user ID and password.   

Are your chapter 13 plan payment too high? Lose job or overtime? 
It may be possible to surrender property or if your situation has 
changed to lower your payments. If this is your situation, contact 
our office for an appointment to prepare a Motion to Modify.   

J. Thomas Black was licensed as an attorney in Texas by the Texas 
Supreme Court in May, 1982. Mr. Black is Board Certified in Con-
sumer Bankruptcy Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.   

so they donôt derail you. Successful people have long-term 

time horizons and are always planning for the future.  

¶ Cutting research short. Youôve got a tough decision to 

make. Be sure you have all the facts before you make a 

choice. Donôt overanalyze problems, but take the time to 

gather the information necessary to make the best decision 

instead of rushing ahead with incomplete data.  

¶ Blaming others. Learn to look for solutions instead of 

scapegoats. Take responsibility for errors when itôs war-

ranted. Accepting responsibility for your difficulties and 

problems makes you feel in control, powerful and free, 

says motivational speaker Brian Tracy. Donôt waste time 

pointing fingersðand making enemies. ƴ 

If you have I.R.S. problems, donôt wait for them to come to 

you! Request our free Special Report, ñI.R.S. Problems?     

5 Ways to Get the I.R.S. Off Your Backò either by calling 

our office or download it at jthomasblack.com.  

Donôt commit—or repeat– 
these common career errors 

Everyone makes mistakes. High achievers strive to 

never make the same mistake twice. Thatôs the only 

thing that really gets me upset, having to correct 

mistakes, and do things over. Pay attention to these 

missteps you donôt want to repeat: 

¶ Trying to change people. You can coach, men-

tor, or advise the people around you, but ulti-

mately you canôt change their personalities. 

Work with them as they are instead of trying to 

mold them into something theyôre not.  

¶ Doing the same thing over and over. If youôre 

not getting the results you want from one activity 

or tactic, stop doing it. Find a new approach in-

stead of doing the same thing and hoping for a 

miracle.  

¶ Focusing on the short term. Todayôs success 

can turn into tomorrowôs catastrophe if youôre 

not thinking ahead. Learn to anticipate obstacles 

http://www.ndc.org
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A Little Humor – The ñBad dogò editioné 

 A dog ran into a butcher shop and stole a prime cut of meat. The butcher caught up with the thieving pooch on the 
street and noticed that the dog was wearing a nice collar and tags. The butcher walked the dog back to its owner who 

just happened to be a lawyer with an office on a nearby street.  

 ñTell me something,ò the butcher asked the lawyer. ñIf a dog steals a roast from my store, can I demand compensa-

tion from its owner?ò 

 ñCertainly,ò the lawyer replied. 

 ñIn that case,ò the butcher said, ñyou owe me $15. Your dog ate my best roast.ò 

 ñThatôs only fair,ò the attorney said as he wrote out a check to the butcher. 

 ñWhy, thank you!ò The butcher was gleeful at having triumphed so effortlessly. He left the lawyerôs office and 

went back to his shop. 

 His mood quickly soured when the lawyer dropped off a letter for the butcher that evening. It contained an invoice 

for a $150 consultation fee. 


