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Hurricane Harvey woes?
We will do what we can for you!
We here at the office were spared by Hurricane Harvey. Neither the office nor any employees had any major damage. We
hope that all of you made it through safely and that you are
now on the road to recovery. But if your life has been turned
upside down by Hurricane Harvey, there is help available.

duces the payments creates an issue that has to be resolved
later. This was a big problem after Hurricane Ike when
many people (who were not in bankruptcy) took mortgage
forbearances from their lenders thinking that their payments
would be put at the end of the loan. It doesn’t work like
that.
Once the forbearance period ends all payments that came
due during the forbearance period must be paid in full, in a
lump sum. This simply doesn’t work in the middle of a
bankruptcy case, or for many people even if they are not in
bankruptcy. See Harvey, next page.

First, if you are a current chapter 13 client, there is a limited amount of help available. Unfortunately, situations like
this happen and we have been through this before with Hurricane Ike in 2008 and then the Memorial Day and Tax Day
floods that occurred over the last two years.
The Bankruptcy Code does not provide for any suspension of
chapter 13 plan payments and our judges will not as a rule
order or allow them. If you become two or more payments
delinquent on your trustee payments, the trustee is required to
file a motion to dismiss your case. If a motion to dismiss is
filed and you were affected by the flood, the judges will likely
be sympathetic to your situation, but the payments must still
be paid.
If this is only a temporary problem and you will be able to
begin paying your chapter 13 plan payments again soon, it
should be possible to file a motion to modify your plan to
catch up the delinquent payments. This may cause your plan
payments to increase, however, depending upon your case.
Other options may include converting your case to chapter 7
(but you may lose property), or allowing the case to be dismissed and then file a new case when you are in a better position to pay payments. If you need help, contact the office and
we will look at your particular case to see what can be done.
Many people ask about mortgage forbearances. A forbearance is when your mortgage company temporarily reduces or
suspends the mortgage payments. If you are in chapter 13, the
Bankruptcy Code requires that monthly mortgage payments
be paid. So a forbearance that only temporarily stops or re-

Quotes:
Nothing in the world is worth having or worth doing unless it
means effort, pain, difficulty . . . I have never in my life envied
a human being who led an easy life. I have envied a great many
people who led difficult lives and led them well.
—Theodore Roosevelt
If all the cars in the United States were placed end to end, it
would probably be Labor Day Weekend.
—Doug Larson

Our law firm is a federally designated Debt Relief Agency under the United States Bankruptcy Laws.
We help people find answers to their debt problems, including when necessary, helping them file
bankruptcy under the United States Bankruptcy Code.

grant forbearances, and provide FHA insurance to disaster victims who have lost their homes, which may enable them to finance the purchase or rehabilitation of a home. Borrowers may
be eligible for 100% financing.
If your home loan is owned by Fannie Mae or Freddie Mac,
contact your mortgage loan servicer to find out what disaster
relief is available. They may suspend or reduce mortgage payments temporarily, suspend foreclosure or eviction activity for
a period of time, and other relief. If you are not sure if your
loan is owned by Fannie or Freddie, Google “loan lookup Freddie” or “loan lookup Fannie” and use the online tool.
If you have a Veterans Administration or VA guaranteed
loan and your home is in the disaster area, your mortgage servicer is being encouraged to grant forbearance requests, institute a 90-day moratorium on initiating new foreclosures, waive
late charges, and refrain from credit bureau reporting on affected loans.

Mortgage-related disaster relief available
Due to Hurricane Harvey, many mortgage loans will qualify
for relief.
If you have an “FHA” mortgage loan, HUD has announced
several disaster assistance programs to help homeowners and
low-income renters forced from their homes because of the
hurricane. They will expedite funds to repair and replace damaged housing, provide a 90 day moratorium on foreclosures,
Harvey, continued from first page.
So instead of a forbearance you may want to ask your lender
for a loan modification, at least if you will not be able to cure
the delinquent payments that result from a loan forbearance.
If your financed car was flooded and is declared a total loss
we need to modify your plan to provide that you will surrender it (even if you were paying it directly).
If your financed car was flooded and you simply don’t want it
anymore we can modify your plan to provide for that also. In
either case, call the office and request an appointment to prepare a motion to modify your chapter 13 plan.
Unfortunately, this will not apply to any vehicle purchased
after the filing of the bankruptcy case (where you had to get
permission from the trustee first). Keep us informed on the
status of any flooded vehicle and any pending insurance
claim.

Many other mortgage lenders and servicers are also providing disaster relief for customers in the disaster area. The best
way to find out what help is available is to go to your mortgage
servicer’s website and/or call them and tell them you are in the
Hurricane Harvey disaster area and ask what help is available.

If you are in bankruptcy now, contact our office if you have
questions. To reach Mr. Black, the easiest and quickest way is
to send him an email at tom@jthomasblack.com. ■
link: www.disasterassistance.gov. If you qualify, FEMA now
direct deposits funds into bank accounts.
General information regarding FEMA and available aid is
available at www.fema.gov/hurricane-harvey. You can also
check state and local resources, such as this link provided by
the State of Texas which contains information about the help
available: www.emergencty.portal.texas.gov
If you lost your job or had an income interruption. You
may be eligible for Disaster Unemployment Assistance if you
have lost your job, are self-employed, or are no longer working
as a direct result of Hurricane Harvey and you live in a declared disaster area.
To learn more about this or to apply visit the Texas Workforce
Commission at the following link: www.twc.state.tx.us/
jobseekers/disaster-unemployment-assistance.

If you need a new vehicle we can refer you to reputable dealers that work with people in bankruptcy.

There is a deadline to apply for this help (September 27 is the
earliest deadline), so apply as soon as you can and you have 21
days following that to supply all required documents.

If you were directly affected by Harvey and the resulting
flood you may be eligible for relief. To learn more about
this or to apply for benefits please visit the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) at the following

If you were ordered to evacuate please DO NOT return until
the city or county lifts the evacuation order(s) and it is safe to
return home. Stay safe! Turn around, don’t drown. We don’t
want to lose any of our clients! ■

Become an expert to succeed in
your job. It worked for me!
One way to rise quickly in any profession is to become
known as an expert. People turn to experts when they
don’t have the time or resources to master the skills or
information they need.

by following these steps:
•Consult

with colleagues. Ask your colleagues what they think you
do best. Your natural skills may not be obvious to you.
Define your niche. Select an area of expertise where you can excel, something related to your industry that you can get excited
about. Specializing in bankruptcy really helped me. Trying to do
everything and stay educated about all areas of law is simply impossible. Besides, people want to hire specialists.
•

When I was a young lawyer I decided to practice bankruptcy law and concentrate on it. I thought about taking
•Educate yourself. Look for seminars to attend. Read everything
the examination to become Board Certified in Consumer
on the subject you can get your hands on—at least one article or
Bankruptcy Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specializabook chapter a day. In just a few months, you’ll know more than
most people around you.
•Find

a mentor. Identify someone with the knowledge and skills
you’d like to master. Learn as much from that person as you can.
•Help

your peers. Try to do something every day to help the people around you succeed. Don’t show off; just lend your expertise to
people who can use it. It will repay you many times over. ■

Thank you for your referrals!
We accept cases in the following areas*—

Chapters 7, 11 & 13 Bankruptcy.
I.R.S. Settlements and Payment Plans.
Stop Foreclosure and Repossession.
The new Second Edition of “Get Out of Debt with a
Texas Bankruptcy” now available! Download at
jthomasblack.com or pick one up at our office.

tion, but I was afraid that I was too young, didn’t know
enough law and that I would fail.
So I owe a debt of gratitude to another lawyer that I
watched handle (or rather mishandle) a Sec. 341(a) Meeting of Creditors at the courthouse.
He was a board-certified bankruptcy lawyer, but he knew
so little about his client’s case, was so ill-prepared, and
did such a poor job that I decided the heck with it, if he
could do what it took to become board certified, I certainly could. So I did. That was in 1989. I applied to become
board certified, passed the examination, and I’ve been
board certified every since.
In short, go for it. If someone else can do it, so can you.
Becoming an expert isn’t quick, but you can get started

Debt, Lawsuit & Judgment Settlements.
Serious Accidents and Injuries.
Student Loan Help.
*certain cases may be referred.
ARE YOU IN CHAPTER 13 NOW?
Always keep the law office updated with your current address,
telephone numbers, and email address. We may need to reach
you quickly. You can check on the status of your Trustee payments, how much you still owe on your case, etc., by going to
www.ndc.org to set up your user ID and password.
Plan payment too high? Lose job or overtime? It may be possible to surrender property or if your situation has changed to
lower your payments. If this is your situation, contact our office for an appointment to prepare a Motion to Modify.

J. Thomas Black was licensed as an attorney in Texas by the
Texas Supreme Court in May, 1982. Mr. Black is Board Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.
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A Little Humor – The Donkey Racing Edition…
A preacher wanted to raise money for his church and, being told that there was a fortune in horse racing, decided to purchase a horse and enter the races. However, at the local auction, the going price for horses was so steep that the preacher ended
up buying a donkey. He figured that since he had it, he might as well go ahead and enter it in the races. The donkey came in
third. The next day, the daily racing form carried this headline: "PREACHER'S ASS SHOWS."

The preacher was so pleased with the donkey that he entered it in the race again. This time the donkey won the race, and the racing form read: "PREACHER'S ASS OUT IN FRONT."
The Bishop was so upset with this kind of publicity that he ordered the preacher not to enter the donkey in another race. The racing form carried this headline: "BISHOP SCRATCHES PREACHER'S ASS."
This was too much for the Bishop, and he ordered the preacher to get rid of the animal. The preacher decided to give it to a nearby convent. The headlines the next day read: "NUN HAS BEST ASS IN TOWN."
The Bishop fainted. He informed the nun that she would have to dispose of the donkey and she found a farmer who was willing
to buy it for $10.00. The next day's headlines read: "NUN PEDDLES ASS FOR $10.00."

They buried the Bishop, who had died of a heart attack, and the next day the headline read: "TOO MUCH ASS RESPONSIBLE
FOR BISHOP'S DEATH."

