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Bad credit? Your credit score may
soon receive a big bump!

2.

Medical debts will no longer be reported on credit reports until after a 180 day waiting period to allow insurance payments to be applied;

Beginning July 1, 2017, the three major credit bureaus
will no longer report civil judgments or tax liens on
credit reports, unless they include the consumer’s name
and address, as well as a Social Security number or date
of birth.

3.

Any previously-reported medical collections will be
removed if they have been paid or are being paid by
insurance; (see next page)

Quite a few tax liens and the majority of civil judgments
do not include this information, so they will be excluded
from credit reports issued by the “Big 3” credit bureaus
(Equifax, TransUnion and Experian) beginning July 1.
If you have been trying to buy a house and are on the
cusp of qualifying, this may “do the trick” for you. It’s
estimated that 12 million people will see their credit
scores boosted and 1 million will see an increase of 20
points or more, just by this one change by the credit bureaus (“credit reporting agencies” or CRA’s as they are
legally known).
This is a big change. It is a result of “The National Consumer Assistance Plan,” an initiative launched by the
Big 3 CRA’s as part of a settlement of a lawsuit brought
by the Attorney Generals of 31 states. The plan will be
phased in with full implementation by March 2018.

New credit protections will help consumers.
As is often the case, a big lawsuit had to be filed to
compel the major credit reporting agencies to do it.
Quotes:
Never discourage anyone...who continually makes progress, no matter how slow — Plato

Several other important changes will be made:

Seldom seen, soon forgotten. —- English proverb

1. Debts that did not arise from a contract or agreement
for the consumer to pay, such as traffic tickets or
fines, will no longer be reported;

You know you are getting old when you stoop to tie your
shoelaces and wonder what else you could do while you
are down there. — George Burns

Our law firm is a federally designated Debt Relief Agency under the United States Bankruptcy Laws.
We help people find answers to their debt problems, including when necessary, helping them file
bankruptcy under the United States Bankruptcy Code.

Find the silver lining
Everyone faces adversity, pain, loss, and suffering in life.
When you go through those periods, it’s hard to remember
that the emotions you’re feeling are only temporary.
The best thing to do is to develop a plan for what you will
do when these times hit and find your way to the silver
lining—the place where you can feel hopeful again.
First examine whether you have:
• A personal sense of commitment in life
• A feeling of control over life
• An ability to let go when appropriate
• A strong personal support system
• Strong values
Then look at these two lists to face your situation realistically and adjust yourself appropriately:
Things you can’t control
• Traffic
• Hours in the day
• Your age
• Other people’s whims
• Someone else’s follow-through
• Death and taxes

4.

Debt collectors will be required to include the original creditor information, so you can tell what debts
they are collecting on;

5.

The CRA’s will require creditors and debt collectors
to reconcile or update their collection accounts at
Things you can control
least every 6 months, or the collection accounts will
be removed from the credit reports. This will hopeful- • Your treatment of others
• The way you spend your time outside of work
ly keep old stale debts off of your reports;
• What you say about yourself in your head
The CRA’s will establish a system to share Death No- • How often you exercise
tices, to reduce the possibility of identity theft of the
• When and how to share your feelings
deceased (yes this happens!);
• How to let others know you’re stressed
• How old you act
The CRA’s will establish procedures to help stop
Concentrate on the second list, and you’ll do better at
“mixed files,” where one consumer’s credit report is maintaining the proper perspective. ■
mixed up with another consumer, i.e. father and son
with the same name often get their credit reports all
Medical Coding Errors can cost you
mixed up.

6.

7.

There will be many other improvements made to the
credit reporting system, and it is about time. The credit
bureaus make a fortune by selling our personal information to creditors and debt collectors.
In fact it’s long past time that the CRA’s should be held
more accountable for the accuracy of the information that
they sell. If you want to read the Settlement Agreement,
go to jthomasblack.com and put “Big 3 Settlement” in the
search engine. For more info about the Plan, go to
www.nationalconsumerassistanceplan.com. ■

I did not know that there is a 5 digit “Current Procedural
Terminology” or CPT code for each medical procedure.
They say to check your codes on your bill to make sure
you were billed for the correct procedure, and that you
were not double-billed. According to one authority, 8 out
of 10 medical bills contain errors!
If your medical bills are substantial, it may even pay you
to hire a billing advocate to review your bills and object
to errors. Go to billadvocates.com for more information,
or to get the book, “Surviving Your Medical Bills.” ■

Happy Anniversary Mr. Black!
Attorney Black was first licensed as a Texas attorney on May 14, 1982. That is 35 years ago this
month!
To put that in perspective for some of you “youngun’s,” there were no computers, cell phones, or even
fax machines “way back then.” And no, there was
not even an internet, if you can imagine that.
High technology in 1982 was a typewriter called an
IBM Selectric II. We had legal secretaries type up
bankruptcy petitions on sets of forms that we bought
at an office supply store, using carbon paper to make

days! We had to drive down to the courthouse or the law
school library, get a cart and start pulling law books from
the book shelves. Then we had to get rolls of nickels (copies
were a nickel a page back then) so that we could make copies of the legal cases that we needed. It took many hours to
research even one point of law.
Now legal research is more like something out of Star Trek.
It can be done in seconds by entering the search terms much
like you do a search on Google, from the comfort of your
home or office, or even on your phone.
The computer then reads thousands of legal cases in a fraction of a second and gives you the ones that relate to your
question. And it is basically free compared to having to subscribe to law book subscriptions that cost hundreds of dollars per month in the old days. No, I don’t miss the old days
but it’s funny to think back and be amazed at how things
have changed. ■

Thank you for your referrals!
We accept cases in the following areas*—
Bankruptcy.
I.R.S. Settlements and Payment Plans.
Stop Foreclosure and Repossession.
Serious Accidents and Injuries.
Mr. Black attended the 25th Annual Convention of the
National Association of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys,
Inc. (NACBA) at Walt Disney World in Orlando, Florida in
May. Mr. Black attended over 16 hours of continuing legal
education. It was a fun and informative trip!

multiple copies. Then we had a client meeting for
the clients to sign the papers. We had to remind the
clients to “press hard, you are making 4 copies” and
they would say “oooh” and “ahhh” because that was
so cool and high tech!
Then the secretary would peel apart the various copies, staple them together and we would call a delivery service to take it to the courthouse to file the
bankruptcy petition in person, along with the check
for the filing fee of course. Now we file cases electronically in an instant with the press of a button and
the filing fees are charged to a credit card.
And legal research? My Lord it was a pain in the old

Student Loan Help.
Wills and Trusts.
*certain cases may be referred.
ARE YOU IN CHAPTER 13 NOW?
Always keep the law office updated with your current address,
telephone numbers, and email address. We may need to reach
you quickly. You can check on the status of your Trustee payments, how much you still owe on your case, etc., by going to
www.ndc.org to set up your user ID and password.
Plan payment too high? Lose job or overtime? It may be possible to surrender property or if your situation has changed to
lower your payments. If this is your situation, contact our office for an appointment to prepare a Motion to Modify.

J. Thomas Black was licensed as an attorney in Texas by the
Texas Supreme Court in May, 1982. Mr. Black is Board Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.
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A little humor– the “real absentminded professor” edition..
American mathematician Norbert Wiener (1894-1964) had a reputation for being a little absentminded.
According to one story, when his family moved to a new Massachusetts home, his wife insisted on supervising
every detail of the move because she couldn’t depend on Wiener to remember the important details—like their new
address.
Wiener went to work on the day of the move with a piece of paper his wife had given him; on it was written his
new address. During the course of the day he used the paper to work out an equation, and then discarded it. At the end
of the day Wiener returned home to his old address, now an empty house.
At the door he suddenly remembered that his family had moved, but he had no idea where his new home was.
Spotting a little girl riding her bike down the street, he called out, “Excuse me, I’m professor Norbert Wiener and I’ve
just moved. Would you by any chance know what my new address is?”
The young girl replied, “Hi, Daddy! Mom said you would forget.”

