November 2017 Newsletter
The Equifax data breach– how will
it affect you and what do you do?
I was talking to a former bankruptcy client about her credit
the other day, and the subject of the Equifax credit breach
came up. She knew very little about it, so I suggested that she
go to equifaxsecurity2017.com to check and see if she was
affected. It’s reported that 143 million Americans were affected by the breach and had their sensitive personal information
stolen. Mine was, there is a good chance yours was too.

charge; only he had never been arrested for DWI, someone
that was using his stolen ID had been. So he spent the weekend in Harris County jail, and had to pay a lawyer to get his
record expunged, all because he lost his wallet and ID
thieves got ahold of it.
Other scams that are expected because of the Equifax
breach:
(1) imposter scams where people call you and pretend to be
from Equifax and want to “verify” (Equifax, next page)

What was stolen is Social Security numbers, birth dates, addresses, in some cases driver’s license numbers, and some
credit card numbers. Just about everything someone needs to
steal your identity and ruin your life.
What can happen to you? I had a couple come see me one
time, the man was Hispanic and had lost his wallet. His identity started being used by people throughout the U.S. to work.
Only they did not have their income taxes withheld. They
claimed they were “exempt” or they claimed 20 exemptions.
So when the I.R.S. received all of the W2’s, they assessed this
poor ID victim with 1000’s and 1000’s in income taxes. They
kept the couple’s tax refunds and threatened to levy his wages
and bank accounts.
We were able to get involved and over a period of months,
got it straightened out with the I.R.S. We got them a $29,000
refund check that they said was the most money they had ever
seen at one time.
What else happened because of the I.D. theft? One weekend,
our ID victim was driving around running errands when he
was pulled over. He was put in handcuffs and taken to jail for
having a warrant for failing to show up for court on a DWI

Quotes:
Success is getting what you want. Happiness is wanting
what you get.
—Dale Carnegie
If you are really thankful, what do you do? You share.
—W. Clement Stone
Thanksgiving, after all, is a word of action.
—W.J. Cameron

Our law firm is a federally designated Debt Relief Agency under the United States Bankruptcy Laws.
We help people find answers to their debt problems, including when necessary, helping them file
bankruptcy under the United States Bankruptcy Code.

and created a program where Texans could retain services
from a licensed and participating attorney at a reduced
cost.
Membership with Texas Legal covers legal expenses like
health insurance covers medical expenses. A low monthly
fee gives you access to trusted attorneys when you need it
most.

Need legal help but money is
tight? Consider Texas Legal!

Our attorneys at Law Office of J. Thomas Black are participating attorneys in Texas Legal and we highly recommend it. If your employer offers it you can enroll at work,
or there are individual plans available. Spouses and dependents (up to age 26) are also eligible to enroll.

What types of legal matters are covered? Unlimited tollfree telephone advice and consultation, estate planning
Source: Texas Legal
including wills, trusts, power of attorneys, living wills,
etc.; identity theft monitoring and restoration; criminal
Texas Legal is a statewide, nonprofit legal benefit plan
that was founded by the State Bar of Texas and the Texas defense; family law including divorce, custody, child support, etc.; civil defense; financial law including bankruptState Legislature in 1972 as an effort to better meet the
legal needs of Texans.
cy (must be member for 3 months for the bankruptcy benefit), real estate, etc.; consumer law; general legal serIn the late 1960’s, the American Bar Association pubvices; and attorney consultations.
lished a study that revealed the disenchantment and frustration with the legal system and the rising costs of hiring For more information go to texaslegal.org or call toll-free
an attorney. The State Bar of Texas decided to take action 1-800-252-9346. ■
Equifax, from previous page.
your information. So don’t provide private information
over the phone to an unknown caller; I assume they are all
crooks.
(1) I.R.S. refund scam. People with your Social Security
number file a tax return for you, before you do, in order
to get your tax refund. This one is very common. File
your taxes as soon as possible to help avoid this scam
happening to you. If you are a victim of this scam, file a
police report and a fraud report with the FTC Identity
Theft Hotline at 877-438-4338.
(2) Phishing scams, where con artists send you emails that
look like they are from your bank or financial institution,
using information made available by the breach. They tell
you to open a link or click on a pdf but when you do, it
downloads malware on your computer that lets crooks
take over your computer or record your keystrokes. Instead of clicking on links in emails, go straight to your
bank’s website and access the information.

So what do you do to protect yourself?
(1) Check your credit reports with at least the 3 major credit
bureaus, Equifax, Experian and TransUnion, by going to
annualcreditreport.com and getting your free annual reports. You can even stagger them and get one each four
months so that you are checking regularly.
(2) Put a credit freeze on your files. I did this after the
breach, and it is easy. Took 10-15 minutes to freeze all
three. At least this will stop crooks from opening new credit accounts in your name. Equifax is currently free, the other two charge $10 each. You will have to unfreeze your
reports before you apply for credit, but they give you a
code to do that when you place the freezes.
(3) Monitor your credit accounts closely. Many banks have
phone apps where you can see charges as they are made.

If you suffer serious damage from the Equifax breach, hire
an attorney and consider filing suit. Otherwise if your
damages are small, consider joining a class action. ■

Turn failure into success with
this advice

stacles you might face. If money is the issue, should your focus be on increasing revenue, cutting expenses, or some other
option? Think about what you want to accomplish.

Everyone faces setbacks in life, but few of us should
really call ourselves “losers.” Part of success is dealing with, and ultimately overcoming, failure. Keep
your confidence and follow this advice:

• Don’t

be a perfectionist. You may have an idealized vision
of what success will look and feel like. Though that can be
motivational, it may not be realistic. Succeeding at one goal
won’t eliminate all your problems. Be clear on what will satisfy your objectives, and don’t obsess about superficial details.

Change your perspective. Don’t think of every
unsuccessful attempt as a failure. Few people suc•Don’t quit. You may have failed, but you’re not a failure
ceed at everything the first time; most of us attain
our goals only through repeated effort. Take the neg- until you stop trying. Think of yourself as someone still striving toward a goal. You’ll be better able to maintain your patience and perseverance when you do.." ■
•

Thank you for your referrals!
We accept cases in the following areas*
Chapters 7, 11 & 13 Bankruptcy.
I.R.S. Settlements and Payment Plans.
Stop Foreclosure and Repossession.
Debt, Lawsuit & Judgment Settlements.
Serious Accidents and Injuries.
Student Loan Help.
The new Second Edition of “Get Out of Debt with a
Texas Bankruptcy” now available! Download at
jthomasblack.com or pick one up at our office.

Family Law.
Wills and Trusts, Powers of Attorney
*certain cases may be referred.

ativity out of failure by viewing it as a learning experience. Do your best to learn everything you can
about what happened and why.
Try new approaches. Persistence is important,
but repeating the same actions over and over again
hoping that this time you’ll succeed probably won’t
get you any closer to your objective. Look at your
previous unsuccessful efforts and decide what to
change. Keep making adjustments, using your experience as a guide.
•

Analyze the situation. Define your problem. Determine a strategy for handling it. Consider the ob•

ARE YOU IN CHAPTER 13 NOW?
PLEASE always keep the law office updated with your current address, telephone numbers, and email address. We may need to reach
you quickly.
You can check on the status of your Trustee payments, how much
you still owe on your case, etc., by going to www.ndc.org to set up
your user ID and password.
Are your chapter 13 plan payment too high? Lose job or overtime?
It may be possible to surrender property or if your situation has
changed to lower your payments. If this is your situation, contact
our office for an appointment to prepare a Motion to Modify.
J. Thomas Black was licensed as an attorney in Texas by the Texas
Supreme Court in May, 1982. Mr. Black is Board Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.
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A Little Humor – The “we will be home for Thanksgiving” Edition…
Eddie in Dallas calls his son in New York just before Thanksgiving and tells him, “I am sorry to tell you but your
mother and I are going to be divorcing. I just cannot take any more of her moaning. We can't stand the sight of each
other any more. I am telling you first, Eddie, because you are the eldest, please tell your sister.”
When Eddie calls his sister Julie, she says: “No way are they getting divorced, I will go over and see them for
Thanksgiving.”
Julie phones her parents and tells them both “You must NOT get divorced. Promise you won't do anything until I
get over there. I'm calling Eddie, and we'll both be there with you tomorrow. Until then, don't take any action, please
listen to me,” and hangs up.
The father puts down the phone and turns to his wife and says. “Good news” he says, “Eddie and Julie are coming
for Thanksgiving and they are both paying their own way.”

