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Addicks or Barker reservoir release
cause your home to flood? You may
have a claim for your damages!
Many thousands of homes in the Houston, Texas area were
flooded during Hurricane Harvey, but not all by the flood waters themselves.
Thousands of homes and businesses were flooded by massive
releases of water from the Addicks and Barker reservoirs,
which were deemed necessary by the Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) to manage the massive storm waters.

Many people knew not to build in the 100 year flood plain,
at least without having flood insurance, but very few people
were aware that building in one of the “flood pools” could
be just as dangerous, if not more so.
Apparently elsewhere in the U.S., the ACOE has blocked
development near its dams or reservoirs, sometimes purchasing land for “flood storage easements” where it expects
to divert or store storm water.
See Addicks/Barker, next page

An estimated 4,000 homes were flooded by the waters released from Barker Reservoir alone. There was also a Lake
Conroe Dam release that caused a great deal of damage.
The reservoirs were originally built during the 1940’s in an
effort to prevent downtown Houston from flooding. There had
been a catastrophic flood in 1935 that had wrecked downtown
Houston. Unlike usual “lake–forming” dams, Addicks and
Barker do not have clearly defined reservoirs and are dry during the year.
So over the years, an estimated 140,000 people built and
bought homes and businesses in the “flood pools” near the
reservoirs, with little or no warning that they would be subject
to deliberate flooding given the right conditions of a massive
storm like Hurricane Harvey.
As reported in the Houston Chronicle, government officials
knew for years that the water impounded behind the Addicks
and Barker reservoirs would flood thousands of homes during
an extreme storm, yet did nothing to warn or compensate the
property owners.

Quotes:
It’s a basic fact of life that many things “everybody knows”
turn out to be wrong.
—Jim Rogers
You may as well like yourself; just think about all the time
you’re gonna have to spend with you.
—Jerry Lewis
When you hit a wall—of your own imagined limitations—just
kick it in.
—-Sam Shepard

Our law firm is a federally designated Debt Relief Agency under the United States Bankruptcy Laws.
We help people find answers to their debt problems, including when necessary, helping them file
bankruptcy under the United States Bankruptcy Code.

-served basis. And some states have deadlines for filing the
FAFSA form to be eligible for certain kinds of aid.

There is no need to wait until your family has all of the necessary paperwork or has filed their income taxes to submit your
FAFSA form. You can submit the form using estimates, and
then update the form later.

FAFSA student aid filings begin
October 1

While you’re at it, remember never to share your FSA ID
(what you use to log in to fill out your FAFSA form). And
beware of scholarship and financial aid scams. Ads or offers from companies may claim that they can get you financial aid, including grants, student loans, work-study
and other types of aid. For a processing fee, they say
they’ll handle all the paperwork. But the only way to get
access to all that aid is by filling out your FAFSA form.
And it is free.

Source: Federal Trade Commission

If you hear from companies or see offers that say they will
If you are a high school or college student or a parent of either, process your FAFSA form for a fee, stop. You can find all
it’s time to complete the Free Application for Federal Student the help you need, for free, at studentaid.gov, the web site
Aid or FAFSA. The FAFSA filing season opens October 1,
of the U.S. Department of Education. File your FAFSA
2017 for the 2018-2019 academic year.
form online, for free. Need more help? Call the Federal
Completing the FAFSA form is free, and it gives you access to Student Aid Information Center at 1-800-4-FED-AID.
the largest source of financial aid to pay for college or career
Need strategies to maximize your financial aid? I recomschool. Submit your FAFSA form as soon as you can. Many
states and schools allocate available funds on a first-come, first mend Kalman Chany’s book, Paying for College Without

Going Broke, 2017 (or most recent edition available). ■

Addicks/Barker from first page
But that never happened in Houston, and many are saying
that compensation is due those that suffered damages as a
result of “inverse condemnation.”

The government knowingly took action to release dammed and
controlled waters that flooded many homes and businesses that
were not previously damaged by Hurricane Harvey . This qualifies as a taking, or more precisely, an inverse taking or inverse
condemnation.

What is “inverse condemnation”? Inverse condemnation
claims originate from the “takings clause” in the Texas and
U.S. Constitutions. The “takings clause” basically says that
the government cannot act to harm or destroy property without adequate compensation.

Our law firm has associated with one of the most aggressive
plaintiff law firms in the country to represent our clients in
these cases. It’s just not right what happened, and our clients
should not have to lose everything and not have a remedy.

Usually you see this happen when a government needs to acquire property to build a road, highway or other projects.
They make an offer to the property owner to purchase the
property. If they refuse or can’t agree on price, the government sues the property owner and a court determines the fair
value of the property. The power of the government to do this
is called “eminent domain.”

But there are circumstances when the government effectively
takes property by taking some action to damage or destroy the
property. This is such a case.

If your home or business was flooded by one of the releases of
water from the reservoirs, or if you were affected by the Lake
Conroe Dam release, call or email Mr. Black at the office. His
email address is tom@jthomasblack.com.
We will also be representing clients with respect to the bad
faith denial and resolution of flood insurance claims (National
Flood Insurance Program) concerning Hurricane Harvey.
Representation on these matters will be on a “contingency fee”
basis. That is, you do not have to pay the attorneys anything
unless and until you receive a recovery. ■

15 Things To Say If You Get Caught
Sleeping At Your Desk
Did you ever nod off by accident at work, then wake up
only to find your boss staring down at you? Well, if it
happens or happens again, here are some ideas for what
to say:
15. "They told me at the blood bank this might happen."
14. "This is just a 15 minute power-nap like they raved
about in the last time management course you sent me
to."

work related stress."
7. "Darn! Why did you interrupt me? I had almost figured out a solution to our biggest problem."
6. "The coffee machine is broken...."
5. "Someone must've put decaf in the wrong pot."
4. "Boy, that cold medicine I took last night just won't wear off!"
3. "Ah, the unique and unpredictable circadian rhythms of the
workaholic!"
2. "I wasn't sleeping, I was trying to pick up my contact lens without my hands."
AND THE #1 BEST THING TO SAY IF YOU GET CAUGHT
SLEEPING AT YOUR DESK:
"Amen." ■

Thank you for your referrals!
We accept cases in the following areas*—

Chapters 7, 11 & 13 Bankruptcy.
I.R.S. Settlements and Payment Plans.
Stop Foreclosure and Repossession.
Debt, Lawsuit & Judgment Settlements.
The new Second Edition of “Get Out of Debt with a
Texas Bankruptcy” now available! Download at
jthomasblack.com or pick one up at our office.

13. "Whew! Guess I left the top off the liquid paper."

Serious Accidents and Injuries.
Student Loan Help.
*certain cases may be referred.
ARE YOU IN CHAPTER 13 NOW?

12. "I wasn't sleeping! I was meditating on the mission
statement and envisioning a new paradigm!"
11. "This is one of the seven habits of highly effective
people!"
10. "I was testing the keyboard for drool resistance."
9. "Actually I'm doing a "Stress Level Elimination Exercise Plan" (SLEEP) I learned it at the last mandatory
seminar you made me attend.
8. "I was doing a highly specific Yoga exercise to relieve

Always keep the law office updated with your current address,
telephone numbers, and email address. We may need to reach
you quickly. You can check on the status of your Trustee payments, how much you still owe on your case, etc., by going to
www.ndc.org to set up your user ID and password.
Plan payment too high? Lose job or overtime? It may be possible to surrender property or if your situation has changed to
lower your payments. If this is your situation, contact our office for an appointment to prepare a Motion to Modify.

J. Thomas Black was licensed as an attorney in Texas by the
Texas Supreme Court in May, 1982. Mr. Black is Board Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.
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A Little Humor – The “round for the bar” Edition…
A drunk walked into a bar. “Bartender, give me a double whisky. And while you’re at it, give a drink to everyone
here. And while you’re at it, have one yourself.”
“Well, thank you, sir,” the bartender said, and he proceeded to serve drinks to the crowd and then have one himself. A few minutes later, the drunk said, “Hey, how about another whisky for me, and the same again for everyone
else.”

“Shouldn’t you pay me for the first round you bought?” asked the bartender. The drunk shrugged. “I can’t. I don’t
have any money.”
With that, the bartender threw the man out into the street.
The following night the same man came in, drunk again. “Bartender, give me a double whisky. And while you’re
at it, give a drink to everyone here.”
The bartender glared at him. “And I suppose you’ll be offering a drink to me, too?”
“Heck, no. You get nasty when you drink!”

