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Written your Last Will yet? Or is
the new “Transfer on Death Deed”
right for you or a loved one?
It’s shocking to me how many people have come into
our Houston law office recently and haven’t a clue
about what happens when a loved one passes away, and
what happens to real estate that the deceased person
owned. And some of these folks are widows or widowers, that just believe they automatically own their home
after their spouse passed away. That is just not so.

First of all, if you are married and have children, and all
the children are also the children of your surviving
spouse and you pass away without a will, then yes, your
spouse would be entitled to inherit all of the community
property. Otherwise, if you have children from another
union, all of your 1/2 of the community property goes
to the children, with your spouse keeping only their 1/2
interest. And it is a gets even more complicated after
that!
In short, it is very important for people to have a will or
it’s “cousin” a living trust, so that property is left to the
intended heirs. It’s even more important if you have
minor children. A will can appoint a guardian (someone
to care for the children after you are gone) and even set
up a trust to provide for your children’s needs.
Even if you have a will, it still (usually) must be
“probated,” i.e. the will must be filed in probate court,
and some legal proceedings held to prove its validity. A

detailed inventory of your assets must be filed in court,
which is public record of what you owned. Then the
“executor” gathers the assets of the deceased, pays the
debts and distributes any remaining assets to heirs.
If you pass away without a will, called dying “intestate,”
it can bring hardship on your survivors. They may have to
post a bond, and all the survivors’ actions must be approved by a judge, which can be time- ( Go to next page)

It’s time to finally acknowledge that you may not be
immortal, and get your estate planning done!
Quotes:
“If the mouth is fastened shut, no quarrel arises.”—Japanese proverb
“The most effective way to cope with change is to help create it.”
—L.W. Lynett
“If you aren’t in over your head, how do you know how tall you
are?” — Author Unknown

Our law firm is a federally designated Debt Relief Agency under the United States Bankruptcy Laws.
We help people find answers to their debt problems, including when necessary, helping them file
bankruptcy under the United States Bankruptcy Code.

appointed over you or your property.
2. Medical Power of Attorney for Health Care. Allows
you to name a trusted person or persons of your choosing to make health care decisions for you, if you cannot.
3. Living Will or “Directive to Physicians” Allows you
to name a trusted person or persons to decide for you
in advance if it is time to “pull the plug” or withhold
life-sustaining care if you become too ill or injured to
survive by yourself.
4. Appointment of Agent to Control Disposition of Remains. Allows you to name a trusted person to decide
how your remains should be disposed of, through buriBut in Texas, we now have a new legal invention called a
al, cremation etc.
“Transfer on Death Deed” (TODD). A new Texas state
law allows owners of real estate to prepare and record a
Our fees for simple wills, including the five extra docuTransfer on Death Deed naming a beneficiary or benefiments listed above, start at $500. For information email
ciaries to own that real estate after they die.
Mr. Black at tom@jthomasblack.com.
With a properly recorded TODD, no probate is needed to
Two sent to federal prison for
transfer the real property. A TODD does not replace a
will but it can convey real estate outside of probate court.
$2 Million Romance Scam
This may help you avoid the cost to deed the property to
On Dec. 16 in Houston federal court, two Nigerian citiyour heirs during a probate proceeding. Under current
zens were sentenced to 3 years in federal prison and may
law, it also excludes the property from Medicaid estate
face deportation for their part in a $2 Million romance
recovery, which could help preserve the property if the
scam that started on Facebook.
decedent was in a nursing home prior to death.

consuming and expensive in terms of legal fees.

A valid will (or living trust) is still important to have for
most people, but the Transfer on Death Deed may become an important tool for some Texans to leave real estate to those that they care about.
A living or “revocable” trust is intended to be an alternative to a will, and can help you avoid probate and guardianship. You transfer your property to it while you are
alive. You are the trustee and can revoke it or cancel it at
any time. When you pass away or become incapacitated,
a new trustee of your choosing takes over and distributes
your property, so probate is avoided (at least if you have
titled all of your assets in the living trust).
There are some other important documents that everyone
should have:
1. Power of attorney. Gives a trusted friend or relative
the ability to act for you, either now if you become
incapacitated. Can help you avoid having a guardian

The defendants Kunie Mutiu Amoo, 49 and Lanre Sunday Adeoba, 62, were ordered to pay $86,000 in restitution after pleading guilty to one count of conspiring to
commit wire fraud, according to U.S. Attorney Ken
Magidson.
The defendants pretended to be South African diplomats
who needed the victim’s financial assistance to transport
money into the United States. The two admitted that they
tried to defraud the victim of $506,000. The victim lost
$2 Million in total because of the scam.
The woman was drawn into the scam after becoming involved over the internet with a man she never met. Compared to other internet crimes, romance scams result in
the largest amount of financial loss among victims, according to the FBI. Victims of these scams reported nearly $200 Million worth of financial losses in 2015, according to the FBI’s Internet Crime Complaint Center. ■

Book Review: Work The System by
Sam Carpenter
Do you own or operate a small business? Many of
our clients do, with varying degrees of success. I
found an excellent book, “Work the System” by Sam
Carpenter, that I highly recommend to all of our
business-owner clients. If you ever heard of “The
Emyth” or “The Emyth Revisited” books by Michael
Gerber about the value of systemization to a business, this book picks up where they left off.

Attention our I.R.S. Clients and self-employed (1099) workers:
If required, please don’t forget to pay your 1040 estimated taxes to
the I.R.S. for 2017. When do you have to pay them? For estimated
taxes the year is divided into four periods. If you don’t pay enough
by the due date, you may be penalized. There are always exceptions, but the usual due dates are below.
For more info: www.irs.gov.
For the period: Due date:*
Jan. 1 – March 31 April 18
April 1 – May 31

June 15

June 1 – August 31 Sept. 15

Sept. 1– Dec. 31 Jan. 16, next year
You can pay I.R.S. online at
https://www.irs.gov/payments/direct-pay

Thank you for your referrals!
We accept cases in the following areas*—
Bankruptcy.

.

Stop I.R.S. Liens and Levies.
Stop Foreclosure and Repossession.
Serious Accidents and Injuries.
Student Loan Help.
Wills and Trusts.
The book really goes down into the practical nittygritty of setting up working procedures and systems
for operating your business or professional practice
so that the customer or client gets the best service all
the time, every time.
At the same time having your key systems in place
will save you a great deal of time and make you
more money. Get your business organized for 2017!
Best of all, you can download a digital copy or an
audio of the book for free! Or buy a copy through
the Work the System website at their cost at
workthesystem.com, or at regular prices through
Amazon or your favorite bookseller. ■

*certain cases may be referred.
ARE YOU IN CHAPTER 13 NOW?
Always keep the law office updated with your current address,
telephone numbers, and email address. We may need to reach
you quickly. You can check on the status of your Trustee payments, how much you still owe on your case, etc., by going to
www.ndc.org to set up your user ID and password.
Plan payment too high? Lose job or overtime? It may be possible to surrender property or if your situation has changed to
lower your payments. If this is your situation, contact our office for an appointment to prepare a Motion to Modify.

J. Thomas Black was licensed as an attorney in Texas by the
Texas Supreme Court in May, 1982. Mr. Black is Board Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.
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A little humor– the “how to get a raise” edition..
Pete walked into his boss’s office. “Ms. Smith, I’ll be straight with you, I know the economy isn’t great, but I
have three companies after me, and I would like to respectfully ask for a raise.”
After a few minutes of haggling, Ms. Smith finally agreed to a 5 percent boost. When Pete got up to leave, she
asked him, “By the way, which three companies are after you?”
“The electric company, the mortgage company, and the phone company.”

