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Has it been a while since you
checked your credit? We recommend you check it regularly!
The federal Fair Credit Reporting Act or FCRA requires each of the three nationwide credit reporting
companies—Equifax, Experian and TransUnion—to
provide you with a free copy of your credit report once
every twelve months. It’s a very good idea to check
your credit regularly for several reasons, including to
make sure that your creditors are correctly reporting
your payment histories, and to make sure no one has
opened accounts that are not yours!
A credit report includes information on where you live,
how you pay your bills, and whether or not you have a
judgment against you or have filed for bankruptcy. The
big credit bureaus sell the information in your report to
creditors, insurance companies, employers and other
businesses that use it to evaluate your applications for
credit, insurance, employment, or renting a home.
The three major credit reporting companies have set up
a central website, a toll-free phone number, and a mailing address through which you can order your free annual credit report. To order your free reports, go to annualcreditreport.com, call 1-877-322-8228, or complete
an Annual Credit Report Request form and mail it to
POB 105281, Atlanta GA 30348-5281.
You can order all three reports at once, or you can order
one at a time and “stagger” them throughout the year,

so you are receiving one every four months. This may
help you spot suspicious activity.

If you find an error on your credit, dispute it in writing
with the credit bureau that is reporting it. Under the
FCRA, credit bureaus must report your information with
“maximum possible accuracy.” You even have the right to
sue credit reporting agencies and the furnishers of inaccu-

Having good credit is very important. It can save you thousands of
dollars in interest charges on major purchases such as houses and
vehicles. It can also affect the price of car insurance and other things.

Quotes:
“Fear melts when you take action towards a goal you really
want.”—Robert Allen
“The way to get started is to quit talking and begin doing.” —
Walt Disney
“Don’t limit yourself. Many people limit themselves to what they
think they can do. You can go as far as your mind lets you. What
you believe, remember, you can achieve. — Mary Kay Ash

Our law firm is a federally designated Debt Relief Agency under the United States Bankruptcy Laws.
We help people find answers to their debt problems, including when necessary, helping them file
bankruptcy under the United States Bankruptcy Code.

even after bankruptcy or other financial disaster, by allowing you to “borrow” the account holder’s clean credit history.
Want more great information about building credit? If you
are a client of ours, we provide our clients with Mr. Tirone’s credit rebuilding course, “7 Steps to a 720 Credit
Score,” at no charge (for a limited time only).
The course sells to the public on Mr. Tirone’s website
720creditscore.com for as much as $1000.00. The course
is a series of 13 short videos that teach you about credit
and how to go from a bad credit score to 720 or higher
within 1-2 years after filing bankruptcy.
rate information for damages, costs and attorney fees, if
they fail to correct inaccuracies on your credit after you
have properly disputed the errors, and given them an opportunity to correct it.

He also has call-in days every two weeks when you can
call him and ask him questions about your credit, and listen to him answer other people’s questions about their
credit. It is really an amazing resource. To sign up, call
our office or email ashley@jthomasblack.com.

How long can a credit reporting company report derogatory information? Generally speaking, a credit reporting
company can report negative information about you for
seven years. Chapter 7 bankruptcy information can be
reported for ten years.

I.R.S. Offer in Compromise recently
accepted– what a relief for the clients!

Who can access my credit report? The FCRA specifies
who can access your credit report. Creditors, insurers,
employers, and other businesses that have a “permissible
purpose” can legally access your report. But a credit reporting company cannot legally provide information
about you to an employer or prospective employer without your written consent.

We recently received word that the I.R.S. had accepted
an Offer in Compromise for a client and his wife. I’ll call
them John and Mary, but that is not their real names.
John owns a small business. He had had personal problems that kept him from filing tax returns for five years.
John hired our firm to help them. We immediately got the
tax returns done for him and provided them to the I.R.S.
But he owed over $200,000 in taxes, interest and penalties and there was no way that he could pay it all back.
So we prepared and filed an Offer in Compromise to settle John and Mary’s tax bills.

What is the fastest and easiest way to increase a credit
score? According to credit expert Phillip Tirone, becoming an authorized user on a family member’s credit card
account (that is in good standing) is the fastest and easiest After providing lots of financial information to the I.R.S.,
way to increase your credit score.
seven months of waiting and negotiations back and forth,
we were able to arrive at a settlement of $12,200 to settle
Authorized users must be related to the account holder
all the taxes. John and Mary are so relieved that they will
for this strategy to work, Mr. Tirone says. He suggests
soon have this nightmare behind them and be able to get
choosing someone with your same last name and address
on with their lives. There is nothing quite so scary as to
if possible.
owe the I.R.S. and not be able to pay them!
Mr. Tirone says becoming an authorized user is particuIf you have I.R.S. tax collection problems, don’t put it
larly good for someone who has suffered a severe finanoff. I.R.S. tax problems are one thing that doesn’t get
cial crisis. Becoming an authorized user on a family
better with age! Call our office for an appointment. ■
member’s credit card will quickly raise your credit score,

Listen to the advice of these millionaires
To manage your money wisely, good advice is imperative.
Listen to these words of wisdom from millionaires around
the world:
• Robert Kiyosaki, author of Rich Dad, Poor Dad
(Warner Books): “It’s not how much money you make, but
how much money you keep.”
• Mark Cuban, owner of the Dallas Maver icks

Give yourself the OK to succeed throughout life
Whatever your goals are, sometimes you need to consciously
give yourself permission to achieve them. Here’s how to open
your life up to success:
• Spend time with people who support you unconditionally. We often have a distorted view of ourselves and are blind
to many of our assets. Being with people who believe in you
helps give you a clearer view of your strengths and weaknesses.
• Don’t cling to old habits. Most of us have long-established
patterns of behavior that have helped us in life—at one time.
But people and circumstances change. Bringing an apple to
the teacher may have worked in first grade, but your manager
isn’t Mrs. Smith. Adapt your behavior and thought processes
to the present situation.
• Devote some time each day to nothing. Ironically, you can
get in the way of your own success by being addicted to
ceaseless activity. Give yourself some space to do nothing
without feeling guilty. This allows you to step back and assess
where you’re heading and how you’re doing it.

Thank you for your referrals!
We accept cases in the following areas*—

Bankruptcy.

.

Stop I.R.S. Liens and Levies.
Stop Foreclosure and Repossession.
Having I.R.S. tax problems can feel like a ton of
bricks is sitting on you. Find out your options to fix it,
at no charge. Download our Special Report instantly
at jthomasblack.com or pick one up at the office.

NBA team: “The cheaper you can live, the greater
your options.”
• Warren Buffett, investor : “Never depend on a
single income. Make investments to create a second
source.”
• Tony Robbins, inspirational speaker : “Don’t
think in terms of taking huge risks to get huge rewards. Think about the least amount of risk for the
greater reward, and be disciplined about that.”
• Dave Ramsey, entr epr eneur and r adio host:
“Financial peace isn’t the acquisition of stuff. It’s
learning to live on less than you make, so you can
give money back and have money to invest.”
• Suze Orman, author and financial advisor :
“Stop buying things you don’t need to impress people you don’t like.”

Serious Accidents and Injuries.
Student Loan Help.
Wills and Trusts.
*certain cases may be referred.
ARE YOU IN CHAPTER 13 NOW?
Always keep the law office updated with your current address,
telephone numbers, and email address. We may need to reach
you quickly. You can check on the status of your Trustee payments, how much you still owe on your case, etc., by going to
www.ndc.org to set up your user ID and password.
Plan payment too high? Lose job or overtime? It may be possible to surrender property or if your situation has changed to
lower your payments. If this is your situation, contact our office for an appointment to prepare a Motion to Modify.

J. Thomas Black was licensed as an attorney in Texas by the
Texas Supreme Court in May, 1982. Mr. Black is Board Certified in Consumer Bankruptcy Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.
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A little humor– the “what chapter was that?” edition..
A minister told his congregation, “For next week’s sermon, I would like everyone to read the 17th chapter of
Mark from your Bible. This will help you fully understand my topic on an important sin.”
The following Sunday, the minister opened his sermon with, “Now, how many of you have read Mark 17 this
week as I asked?” Nearly all the hands went up.
The minister smiled. “Mark has only 16 chapters. I will now proceed with my sermon on the subject of lying.”

